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the World,that I never yet had he | f 
leaſt Opportunity to expreſs my | [ 
Thankfulneſs ; but however, it is | 
ſome fatisfation' to me, that 1 
have not ceaſed to Pray to God 
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for You and. your Families, & 
In that Congregation | in which q 4 
you have been pleaſed to-place || ] 
me. 'S 

It was a very remarkable and | 1 
unexpected Providence, which | [ 
direged you to make Choice of < 
me for the Morning Lecture, | p 
upon the Recommendatiort of J It 


my Two ever honoured Friends, ' 
Sir James Smith, -and Mr. Thomas Bi 
Ther, conſidering rhe great-In- | , 
rereſts-'thar had been made for} y 
- other” Miniſters, - better deſerving, 
” Aand' better kriown' in. che''City, | 

" which [ was then a en; 
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By this [ accounted my ſelf the 
- | more abundantly obliged 'to take. 
; | Care, that I did not Do the work 
of the Loyd negligently : And, that! 
L might have the better Dire&i- 
on in jt, you were pleaſed. to 
Command, That ſo much of the. 
Pious: Will of Mr. John Raney 
{ ſhould be ſhewed to me, as 're- 
} | lated to the Performance of my. 
1 | Duty ; and I hope it wil:not. be 

Offenſive to you, if * ſheiy ſome. 


| part of ir to the Wild, : 2s. fol- 
H| loweth ; C. : $5 
, | —— And further, That befoze the 


- | beginning of every. fuch Lequre on 
'- | the Sabbath Day; Mozning _ in St, 
Tz Michaz!'s Church, the Lecturer, foz 
\ the time being, do Reverentſy Rean 
{ ſuch Hood -and Godly Prayers. ak , 
>] towed. by the Church of England; as © 
: LE been 0a” ——_—_ NY 
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med. Aud my deſire. is, That, the* 
ſaid J2eacher and Lecturer in_and 
by all his ſaid Lectures and Ser- 
motrs, do chiefly Aim- at the {uppzeſ- 
ſing: of Sin,. and building up the * | 
Kingdom of G2ace in the Hearts. of # | 
the Audito2s : And that he ſhall, up- 
on. the firſt Sabbath Day Yoming 
in every WYonth , being the /uſual | | 
Wo! 
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Communion Day, Erhyo2t his Audf- 
to2y fo2 the reverent and due Ke- : 
cetving of the Holy Sacrament of *' . 
the Lo2d's Supper : and give ſuch - 

.. Godly Inſtructions and Directions | t 
=. Foz the'ſame, as ſhall be moſt fitting | {1 
= Ffo2 that Dccaſion. ' 


When I had heard this part of |! , 
rhe Will ' of the Religious Donor, | Wn 
I reſolved, by the Grace of God | 7 
OWE "that I would obſerve } a 


What .he ſo. pioully. required of | <h 

me. K 
\ That I have made 3 it my 3. 

"6 [7 nels 


Fa 


as *— Fs oY 
OTE. by "Fe _—_ . , 
rent he k-4 
. >= IPs oy” 3 .% : 3 
K £35 os 7 1 [a 


FT REL en RAE. 
6: TUNIS. 4 _ 
+ ws  IRERE; 
>. £ 


, , x 
Bal s Tx ad < 
a+ " of MES 4 3.5 f % 
O38 5 "5 ORE" IE OR Ces; ” 
oo ee ID, a3 , 
Ft pf - $3 ie = 
4 y 5 S; 
” A bs 
— ———— 4 T q 


| Gnek ro _ Sin, my Aus 
! Jitors can Teſtify ; and: that 1 
| have obſerved his pleaſure in Ex- 
7 horting ro the Receiving .of the 
{ forma Sactament, may appear 
to you by this ſhorr Treatiſe ; 611+ 
| iy wh this difference, thar 1 kave 
| made it the chief part of my Work 
' every Month (with very few-In 
| termiſſions) to Exhort my Audis 
tors not to neglect it ; becaule-, 
| | Gince the! Death -of that Worthy raj 
' Benefaftor, the Sin of Neglecting | © 3 
| hath abounded more than the Sin =# 
| of Unworthy Receiving. I have; 
) | with a {orrowful Hearr, obſetved} 
d | Thar all thoſe Sermons bes are 
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few in this vicious and divided 
Age'that do partake of it. 
The good Succeſs which I 


baye had, (Praiſed be the God of ' 


Heaven for it,): and the continued 7 


Importunities of ſome, who had 
forſaken the Communion of the 
Church, and others who had'fors 
ſaken all Religion, as to the Pracs 
tice of ir, but are now become 
yery conſtant, and I hope very 


pious Communicants ; have pre- 
' vailed wich me to Publiſh thoſe | 
Arguments: which I have been 
; many years inſiſting and inlarge- 
ing upon : And if they have the | 


{ame Influence upon the Readers, 


which they | have had upon "the / 
Hearers, it will exceedingly re» | 
Joyce me ; . And you. will have | 


te leſs cauſe to repent of yout | 
Choice, | 
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'Dedicatozy. 
Choice, and be:the more willing, 'Y 
that I ſhould Rill perform - that 
I | Service, co which [ have no os 
f ” ther Title, but\the Continuance of 
1 } your: Favour and good Opinion 
d 
E 


of me : Which that I may deſerve, 
ſhall be the conſtant Endeavour ' 
- | of 


2 Your moſt humble 
y Cripplegate, JP 4 
4 4 os; and fairhfal 

e | Servant, 


william Smythies- 
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ſome particular Caſes, which T think tq 
be of great Moment: The Young Mans 
. Pretence, the Poor Man's Pretence, 
and the Melancholly Man's Pretence 
for. Non-Communicating ; which are all 
of them wery deplorable Caſes. I inten- 
ded likewiſe to have Treated upon ano- 
ther General Head, and that” is, The 
Vindication and Recommendation of 
the Way of Adminiſtration in the 
Church of Enzland; awd to ſhew that it 
dothexceedingly tend to the Promotion of 
that true Piety and Holine(s, which all 
good Men do hizhly Contend for, and 
which is the great Deſign of the Bleſ- 
fed Sacrament, I have, of late, ſpent a 
great.. part of my. Time and Thoughts up- 
on ths Argument, "and have , obſerved 
the Apoſtles Rule, In meekneſs to in- 


- :: ſtrut them rhat oppoſe themſelves, 


. But Ineed not trouble my Self or the 
World about a Vindication of the Charch 
in any. thing, becauſe it hath been ſuffi 
= cently done. many Tears ſince : And is 
. gfgts undertaken by many Miniſters af 


Communicants, -/ intended to ſpeak of 
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Reader. 


Hope you will Excuſe me, that 

' T have diſappointed your Expettar 

tion, for 1 have diſappointed "my 

Own.. My daily aud almoſt hours 

ly Interruptions would not permit me. ta 

: Tranſcribe the whole Copy, as the Prins 
ter earneſtly defired, before I committed 
zt to the Preſs: Aud the Truth. is, \'1 
was unwilling to do it, for fear that a 
| Review of what 1 had done ſhould alter 
i my Mind, and fruſtrate the Defire uf 
| my importunate Priends. By this, . 
| through my Unskitfulneſs in taking Mea: - 
* ſares, I have been forced to break off 
| wery dbruptly, being Confin d to a. ſhort. 
1 and cheap Treatiſe. After 1 had con- _ 
 fidered the general Pretences of Non- 
= ' Coms- Xx 
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FO GIST TED 


To the Reader. 


this City, Men of very Great Emi- 
nency , whoſe Books are not onely 


ſuffecient to ſatisfy all that are wil- 


ling te be ſatisfied, but to make them 
Champions for the Church, as many good 
Men have been, who were Diſaffetted to 
Her. 

Tothis T adde a very earneſt Requeſt : 
If you have been miſtaken concerning the 

y or Danger of Communicating, read 
with a defire to be ſatisfied : If you have 
irved a fraful Life, read with a Willing- 
weſs to be Reformed, that you may net- 
ther be an Unworthy Communicant,. nor 
an Unworthy Non-Communicant ; and if 


you recezve any benefit, give Praiſe to 


the God of Heaven. 
Farewel. 
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- I IL Ve , HE great Cons | 
we : NU SEAS < tempt that - is 54 


if caſt /; upon-, Re» 

0 I ligion in this 
( Age In which 
? we live, and eſpe- 

L 2 cially upon is 


' great ORDh 
* NANCE of the Bleſſed Sacrament 

* of :the LORDS SUPPER; hath 
— made all undertakings of this nature 
very: ſeaſonable. I queſtion whether 
there was ever any people, of what = 
Religion ſoever they were, that wa | 
ſlighted -: 
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lighted any Inſtirution, which prom 
called Divine, as many thouſands of 
Chriſtians flight the Sacrament. 

If there were no other Argument 
to convince Chriſtians of their duty 
to Receive,. and the danger. of. Neg- 
leQing ; the- Cunning and Subtilty 
of the Devil, the great Enemy of our 
Salvation, by which he Cheats men 
in reference to this Ordinance, might 
be of great force. 

If we had lived with our Saviour 
in the World, or with his Apoſtles 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
we+ could not | have imagin'd, confi- 
dering the plain words ofthe Inſtitu- 
tion, and the obliging Circumſtan- 
ces that accompanied it, and likewiſe 
the' care and'conſtancy of the firſt 
Chriſtians to obſerve it according 
to 'thart' plain ' inſtitution ; that ever 


there ſRould be a generation of -Chri- Þ 
-Rians inthe World who ſhould make M5 


1k fy Sr" Diſputes concerning it.! 


GS . LE -3:Who | could (have thought; | that s, 
| there ſhould: ' have been any. Priefts:. 
4 or 
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Non-Commlinicant. - 3 


; or- Miniſters, who ſhould have kept 
| back”. half . the Sacrament from: the 
*People, ſince we find that our Saviour 
\gave-the Cup to all thoſe to whom: he 
gave the'Bread : And the Apoſtle -tels 
the Corinthians, x Cor. 11.ver.27, 28, 29, 
:1n three Verſes together, of their-Re- 
*celving the Cup as well as the Bread; 
:and in one of them, expreſly requires 
[that they ſhould : Eat of that Bread, 
and Drink of that Cup, ver. 28, And'yet 
none wall ſay, that the Corznthians 
were Priefts or Miniſters. 
- Who could have imagined, that: Af 
ever there ſhould have been ſuch & _:5 
non-ſenfical whimfey as Tranſubſtan-/ | 
tiation , ''/which is contrary to the 
Fery nature of a Sacrament ? It was 
very happy for the Primitive Chri- 
Tians, that there was no ſuch: Con+ 
teit known in their dayes; for if it 
bad, it would exceedingly have hin- 
dred the” propagating of the G:O' S- 
+P'E L-»» If a Chriſtian. had come: to' a 
- Heathen, and told him that a peice 
If: bread after a few Prayers,\'is'no 
$2519: longer 


ad. 
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Jonger Bread, 'but the very. Body. of 
Chriſt his Saviour, and: the Heathen 
had taſted of. it and found that it 
was' nothing but Bread' till, ſurely: 
he 'would have tryed: to thaugh: that 
Chriſtian to death, and #o hiſs him 
ont 'of the World, If the Heathens 
had heard any ſuch thing, | they 
would have concluded that Chriftt- 
ans were a ſort of men, who' wete 
deprived of their Senſes, and that all 
they ſaid, concerning Chriſt's Miracles, 
his ReſurreCtion, . his Aſcenſion, :and 
the | power of the Holy Ghoſt :which 
followed it, was as trueas Tranſubſtans 
tiation, And if 'they had' faid - thar 
they cat their God, they would have 
concluded, That they deſerved to be 
hated of all men, and to be devoured 
by wild Beaſts (one of their Cruel- 
ties tothe Chriſtians) who''devoured 
their God : Or elſe they would: have 
deſired that they might eat with them: 
for, they could be contented to. tear 
_ him with their Teeth, to :ſhew-their 
Hatred againſt him and his DbEtrine.” 
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Beſides, it iS an inſignificant conceit, 
in that no man can imagine, whar 
good it could do him to eat the very 
Body of his Saviour. 

Who could have imagined, that a- 
mongſt the men of our own Religion, 
there ſhould be a generation, that 
ſhould throw the Ordinance away as 
uſeleſs and infignificant ? pretending 
that they receive Chriſt in their 
Hearts, and therefore there is no need 
of the outward Att : As if none were 
to Receive the Sacrament, but thoſe 
that are Unworthy, ſuch as receive not 
Chriſt in their Hearts: Or as if thoſe 
to whoin our Saviour gave it, who had 
forſaken all for his ſake; did not re- 
ceive Chriſt in their- Hearts : Or as if 
the Primitive Chriſtians, thoſe Holy 
and Bleſſed Martyrs who were conſtant 
Communicants, did not receive Chriſt 


- In their Hearts. But alas, theſe poor 


deluded Creatures are pufic up- with 
a conceit, that they are-more holy than 
thoſe Bleſſed Martyrs were, and that 
_ know the mind and deſign of 

B Chriſt 
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6 The Unwozthy 
/ Chriſt better than they did. 
* Bur to come a little nearer to that 
which 1is' my chief Deſign, Who 
could have imagin'd that ever there 


ſhould be men that expeCt- Salvation 
by Chriſt (ſuch as have ncane of theſe 


Ts. and 


Enthuſaſtick Whimſeys) who ſhould ' 


think it a very indiflerent thing, whe- 
ther they obſerve this Inſtitution of our 
Bleſſed Lord, or let it alone, although 
Chriſt commanded that it ſhould be 
Received ? 

There are too many amongſt us, 
who are Unworthy Communicants : 
Men that do not fear God, and walk 
in his wayes, who do not take care 
to keep their Souls pure and undefi- 
Icd, for which the Bleſſed Sacrament 
was appointed. But there are a great 
many more, who are Unworthy Non: 
Communicants, who live in the con- 
tinued Neglect of this great Ordi- 
nance; {ſuch as are fo. far' from cry+ 
ing as the Dilſciplcs : did, : Lord ever- 
"more give us this Bread, that they 
concern not themſelves, whether they: 

| ever 
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_ }  Non-Communtcant. . 7 
4 ever partake of it. And that is nog 
At L all, bur they think they do very 
1 7 well in it: That they conſult their 
IC ! own Safety, and befriend their own 
N * Souls, by abſenting from ſucha dange- 
le 3 rous Ordinance as the Sacrament is. 
Id '? Nay, they do not only abſent from 
& it themſelves, but either blame, or 
ur 4} wonder, at leaſt, at them that adven- 
h Jtare to come to it as thoſe that 
de ]know not what they do. And they | 
«account that thoſe Laws Which re- 
Sz Jquire men tb receive the Sacrament, 
5 Fare moſt Tyrannical, and fio more to 
Ik *be obeyed, than Edits which ſhould 
re icommand men, to damn their own 
fi- Souls. Thus ! thus! are men delu-* 
at ded by the Devil, and affrighted from 
at 'that Ordinance, which if they right- 
1: ly underſtood , they would not for 
wt all the World, live in the negle& of | 
bh Ft. , 2 
Y= k We are offended at the Church of 
r=, Rome, as well we may, and pitty the . 
Y: WPeople of that. Religion , for being 
Y: Icontent With half the Sacrament ; bur 
4 ; B 2 what 
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what ſhall we fay, when they rell us, 


Phat our people are content wholly to | 


reje it? 

Had we heard our Saviours Inſti- 
tution of it, 
ing. and obliging circumſtances, T he 
ame night in which he was Betrayed, 
which ſhewed that it was his fare- 


wel-Gift or Token of his Love : Or : 
had we lived in -the firſt and pureſt * 
Apes of Chriſtianity, and ſeen with 


what Conſtancy as well as Ardency, 
the Sacrament was Celebrated amongſt 


them ; and. if any by the Cenſures » 
of the Church, were kept back from * 


the Lords Paſſover , What a dread- 
ful condition of Fear and Horrour 
they were in; how they lay pro- 
ſtrate at the Church: door, and bepgg'd 
with Tears and grievous Bemoanings, 
the Prayers of the Communicants, 
that they might be Admitted again 


with them to the Lords Table ; we / 
would not have imagined, that ever 5 
there ſhould be a Nation, in which the ! 


Chriſtian Religion {ſhould be profef- 


with the moſt endear- - 


ſed, 1 


* Non-Communtcant. 9 
ſed, that ſhould have thouſands in it, 
{who had rather be withour the Sacra. 


*ment than have it: Who ſhould think 
'that they can better be Saved without 


'* | it, and that cheir Receiving of it, would 
fi Tather endanger, than further their 
” Salvation ; 

- ' And if we. conſider likewiſe, that 


Jour Saviours Inſtitution of it was af- 
t 7rer he had ſpent the laſt, (and there- 
h 7fore we account it the beſt) part of 
> his time in perſwading, and com- 
[t + { manding his. Diſciples to love one a- 
6 ;nother, *and to be one as he and his 
] Father were one, Which we may take 
as preparatory to his Tnſtituting the 
T Bleſſed Supper ; and if to all this we 
H Jadd, how careful the Primitive Chri- 
d 1ſtians were, to obey them that had . 
» 'rhe Rule over them, and watcht for 
» "their Souls, in obſerving thoſe Rules 
1 ;which they preſcribed tor the Admi- 
© | niftration of the Sacrament (which 
T 7Rules are, many of them, obſerved in 
© {the Church of Erglazd at this day) ; 
A J* cannot £ but ſeem very ſtrange, ard 
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be very grievous to all good Chri: :. 

ſiians amongſt us, that there ſhould 3 
be ſuch Cauſeleſs Diviſions, and Se- / 
parations from this Bleſſed Ordi- * 
Nance. | 
— To the end therefore, that men | 
may not diſhonour their Profeſlion, 
nor be cheated of that Spiritual Food, %o! 
which Chriſt appointed for the noy- 7d 
Tiſhing of their Souls to eternal Life, 3w 
upon any pretence whatſoever; I ear- Jte 
neſtly intreat, and beſeech all Non- ]tt 
Communicants, ſeriouſly and impar- 70! 
tially to conſider theſe . following Rtc 
things. "rc 


— 


I. It is the great Duty, as well as ' 
the great Priviledge, of every Chri- 7 
ſftian to Receive the Lords Supper. 


It is our Saviours Command, This 
Do; and it is great and apparent Dit- ? 
obedience in every Chriſtian, who 
does it not: T think it very neceſſa- p 
ry, that this ſhould be my firſt A 
ſertion, becauſe the Practice of moſt } 
men doth ſuppoſe, that every. man } 
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"is left ar his Liberty, and —— 0 
4 Ibe ſo.; whether he will Receive it 
e- Zor not: And if he Receives nor in 
i- ?a whole year, or many years;. or not 
in all his life-time, or not till he is in 
-n his laſt ſickneſs (and then calls for it, 
n, ©not for any love that he hath to Chriſt, 
d, Jor any delight that he takes in the Or- 
4- 7dinance, but to make an experiment, 
&, © whether that will eaſe his tormen- 
ited mind, when nothing elſe will) 
1- Jthat in all this negle&t he hath not 
Zoffended God : That if he ſhould come 
3to the Sacrament, he might have cauſe 
"ro repent, but his turning his back up- 
{on it, though never ſo often, zeeds zo 
AS | Repentazce, 
i- } There are a oreat many, who if 
they are required to come to the 
is , = Table, anſwer, That they are 
not ſatisfied to Receive. - But I would 
o Jain know of thoſe men, how they 
[ our be ſatisted to let it alone and 
{ro turn their backs upon it , when 
Jothers under the ſame Obligations, 
$90 make their ſolemn Approach to it. 
| B 4 I am 
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I am ſure, ' there never was any 
Divine Inftitution, concerning which, ' 
the people under that Diſpenſarion, ' 
thought they were left at their li-, 
berty, whether they ſhould obſerve 
it or not. Every Male was Circum- 
ciſed. Concerning the Paſſeover, we ; 
read, Exod.” 12. v. 28. And the Chil- 
aren of Iſrael went away, and did as : 
the Lord had commanded Moſes, and 
Aaron, ſo did they. It is ſtrange to}. 

\., confider, how allthe Ritual and Cere- 
monial Laws were Obſerved : That } 
| Burthen which they were not able to 
bear, they did not dare to throw off; * 
And yet that the Bleſſed Sacrament'y_ 
of the Lords Supper, ſhould be ſlight-% 
ed, as if it were no Divine Inſtituti- 4. 

. on, but only that which our Saviour 
mention'd, and left it to the pleaſure 4 
of his Diſciples and Followers, whether 3 
they would obſerve it. 3 
I can not Imagine, what expoſi- * 

' tion the Non-Communicant can make 
of the words of the Inſtitution, . This} 
Do 7n Remembrance of Me. He' canj 
noti 
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ny } not but ſay, that it is poſitively En- 
:h, | joyned, and he cannot but ſay, that 
N, 7 1t is of Univerſal Extent. Our Sa- 
li- 7 viour did not ſay, you may-do This 
ve | in Remembrance of Me, if you pleaſe. 
m- # He did not ſay, let the Beſt of my 
we } Diſciples do This, thoſe that are 
z- 4 ſtrongeſt and of the higheſt Rank, 
as} and let others omit it. That had 

} been to leave both unſatisfied The 
to 1 ſtrongeſt, being humble .and modeſt, 

3 would alwayes be ſuſpicious, that 
Jt } they had not Arrived at a Degree 
70 4 high ' enough, there being no Stan- 

* dard. And the weakeſt would be trou- 
4 bled, that they were not permitted-to 
ht-4 partake, and knew not when they, 
i- 3 ſhould, But he ſaid, This Do, with- 
r 4 out any Reſftriftion- or Limitation : 

{ Commanding the Obſervance of it, 
7 by all thoſe who expett Salvation by 
# His Death, and Sufferings. | 
' Beſides the Inſtitution of it by qur 
key Saviour, that Admonition of the Apo- 
his ſtile to the Corinthians is very Ob: 
 ſrvable, x Cor. 11, 28. Let a man 
Examine 
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Examine himſelf, and ſo let him Eat of | 
that Bread, and Drink of that Cup. { | 
The Apollle doth nor ſay, Zet a man ©: 
Examine himſelf, 'that he may know 
whether he ſhall Receive or not : That _ 
he may either Eat, or let it alone, -' 
according as -he finds himſelf. diſpo- 2 
{ed in his own mind: It he bs Re- 1 
ligiouſly diſpoſed, let him go to the : 
Lords-Supper, if not, let him ſtay 
away. But, Let a man Examine him- | 
felf,, and ſo let him Eat, &c« plainly z 
intimating, that the Sacrament was 
'an. Ordinance, not to be diſpenſed 
with, but to be prepared for. And 
that no man can fatisfy his mind to 
neglect it becauſe he is Unworthy, but 3 
muſt prepare and partake of it, that he | 
may be worthy. 

I think I need not ſay any more, 
to ſhew that it is the duty of every 
one, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, 
to Receive the Bleſſed Sacrament. It © 
will be only requiſite, that I ſpeak: &\ 
ſomewhat for the determination of | 
one caſe, and that is, How often eve- | 
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of Ty one is Obliged to Receive ? Be- 
'Þ. "FF ſome may think, that unleſs 
a | they partake at every Communion, 
w | they are guilty of a fin of Omiſſion ; 
at _ and-if they ſhould, the Number of 
e, | Communicants being ' very preat in 
o- * ſome places, it is impoſſible to be 
@- y performed. To this I may Anſwer, 
he + that 1n regard our Saviour made no 
- Determination in this Matter, It is 

* TEquiſite, tht every one ſhould take 
Z his Meaſures, from the appointment 
of the Church, and from his own 
| particular exigences, and neceſſities. 
* Art firſt, the Chriſtians met toge- 
) ther, and received: every day of the 
3 week. Their Hearts were Inflam'd 
# with Love to their Saviour, and they 
$ were in continued expeQation, by 
T Martyrdom, to be ſent to him. At- 
7 terwards, it came to four times in the 
# week, beſides the Feſtivals. The ap- 
It -/pointment of our Church 1s, that e- 
k. gvery one ſhou'd Receive at leaſt three 
of Y times in the year ; and | conceive, 
>- qebar the monethly Adminſtration of 
= it, 
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oreat a cancourſe at the Feſtivalls, 
4 that it ſhould be impoſſible to Ad- 
miniſter it to all at once, and much 
more, that thofe who are zealoully af- 


fected, and find a greater neceſlity |: 
than others do, of Receiving it often, ® 
might have the more frequent Oppor- : 
For, the reaſon why it is 
not Adminiſtred every Lords-day (as 
it was formerly, and for that reaſon, 3: 
the Communion Service is ſtill con- ® 
tinued in the Church when there is 7 
no Adminiſtration) is not becauſe 
Chriſtians may receive the Sacra- 
ment too often, but becauſe the Com- # 
monneſs of it, may leflen that Re- | 


tunities. 


verence and Eſteem, which 1s to be 


had for that great and folemn Ordi- _ 
nance. It would be a happineſs 1n- 4 
deed, if from the number of Zealous **; 


Communicants, we ſhould find it ne- 


cellary to Adminiſter the Sacrament | 


every Lords-day. 
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it, 1n great and populous Cities is» | 
partly, that there ſhould not be fo ® 
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* TI. The danger of Unworthy Re. 
. Jceiving 1s not ſo great as many think 
-1t is, who flee from the Sacrament 
as that which would bring them in- 
to a very great, and irrecoverable 
danger. It is not an unpardonable 
| $Sin, but that which may be amen - 
ded. - 
I mention this in the-ſecond place, 
for the ſatisfaction of thoſe who are 
under ſuch terrible fears of being Un- 
*worthy Communicants,that they Com- 
-Municare not at all, which I am apt to 
*think, is the common caſe of Non- 
ommunicants 1n our Dayes. 
L Theſe diſquieting Fe TS proceed 
J the Apoſtles Admonition, 0 the Cor- 
FTinthians, x Cor. 11. 29.94 For he that 
7 ateth and arinketh Anno, eateth 
Fend drinketh Damnation to himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lords Body. They do 
Mot rightly underſtand what is meant 
by eating and drinking Unworthily, 
mor by eating and arinking Damnati. 
| 08, 


18 Lhe Unwo:thy 
on, ' And for want of a right under- 
ſtandingof theſe Expreſſions, they ſtart 
from the Sacrament, as if the Lords 
. Table mere become a ſnare; They are ſo 
affrighred, that Chriſts Command ſig- 
nities nothing to them, nor yet the be- 
fir which he declared to his Diſciples 
they ſhould receive by it. Whenthey 
hear how former Ages frequented the 
Sacrament, they regard it nor, but 
thiok that they have diſcovered a dan- 
ger which their forefathers never found 
out. They think that zhey are in the 
ſureſt way to Salvation that come'not 
to the- Sacrament, and the ſeldomer 
that any one Receives, the leſs dan- 
ger he does incur to himſelf. And 
from a miſtake of this place it is; that 
many, very Ptous, and therefore Wor- 
thy Communicants, come not to the 
- Lords Table with that Joy and Alaeri- 
ty of Spirit, which become the Wel- 
come Gueſts of our Bleſſed and Boun- 
tiful SAVIOUR, but are oppreſſed 
with Fears and Terrours, as if they ſuf- 
pected their coming would be to their 
Prejudice. | As 
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S.. As for the word evatios, Unworthy * 
he ſenſe-in which we commonly 
ake uſe of 'it is a good interpretati- 
30n of the Apoſtles meaning. We do 
not call a man Uaworthy, becauſe he 
Hath nor attained ro any high Accom- 
gpliſbment : hecauſe he is of meaner or 
Lower degree than others : 1or do we 
Fall a man Unworthy, becauie of ſome 
SFaults. that he is guilty of, dpnlidering 
that in many things we Offer all, Bur 
2we call him Unworthy, who doth a 
Jbaſe Act from a baſe Deſign. We call 
Shim Unworthy who is a Diſſembler, 
Jwho pretends Friendſhip to another for 
F is own ends, bur it appears that he 
garb no real Kindneſs for him. He 
Sis Unworthy, who cafts contempt up- 
gon him whom he ought to Reverence 
Fand Honour as his Superiour. In ſuch 
$a ſenſe as this is, we are to underſtand 
Ithe meaning of the Apoſtle, | He is 
Zan Unworthy Communic; pt, who 
Gprerends ro be the Diſcizje of the 
Lord, and takes no care -t Yee his 
Commandments. He is an Unworthy 
Communicant, 
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Honour and Reverence' for his Savi- | 
our and his Ordinances, and yet comes ; 
Unreverently before him, which was * 
the Corinthians caſe. 

For the right underſtanding of this » 
word, no man muſt make the eſteem : 
which 'he hath for himſelf to be his 
Rule: for then we ſhould conclude; | 
that our Saviour made a Feaſt with | 
a reſolution that none ſhould partake | 
of it. The impenitent Sinners Guile | 
tel's him that he is Unworthy, and the | | 
penitent Sinners Humility tells him | 
that he is Unworthy : And ſo by con: ! 
ſequence, None muſt come to the Sas | 
crament. According to this Rule, the | 
Apoſtle himſelf was an Unworthy 
Communicant ; for he calls himſelf | 
the Chief of Sinners. If this were the | 
Rule, every man ſhould be a Wor- : 
thy Communicant, according to the | 
good conceit that he hath of himſelf; | 
Ihe boaſting Phariſee ſhould be Wor- | 
thy, and the poor humble and. pe- 
nitent Publican ſhould be —— 
| £ 


Communicant, who pretends m— 
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can / _ Any 
q lr is great pity, but that &cry good 
hriſtian. ſhould underſtand&the true 
Henſe of the Word, becauſe, otherwiſe 
thoſe who are moſt Worthy, by rea 
fon of their great Humility and felt- 
is :Abalement, are moſt apt to conclude 
themſelves Unworthy. It had bzen great 
is Pity, that the Centurion {hiuld have 
Joſt his errand to our Saviow:; becauſe, 
He accounted bhimfelf Unworthy that he 
Hhould come «»aezr his Roof- Ol Saviour. 
Awould have accounted it great pity,thar - 
the woman of Cara ſhould have been e-; 
eted, becauſe, ſhe accounted. her (elf 
. a5 Unworthy as a Dog. Ir is great pity 
Fhat any humble Chriftian fhould be 
Kept from the Sacrament b: cauſe he 
 Fhinks himſelf Unworthy oxit ; for, 
 Fhe ſenſe of his UnworthySeſs doth 
; Þbew that he is Worthy. % a 
3 Thoſe who are under this miſtake, 
Fnay be better Informed, by. reading 
* the Form of Adminiſtration in our 
Church. We do not come to the 
J.ords Table, and ſay, © Lord; we have 
\ E nowgotten a great Conqueſt over our 
j C To *\10s, 
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< fins, we are now Arrived to a high 
* meaſure of Grace.and Piety. beyond 


© other men, and therefore, now we . 


© account our ſelves Worthy Commu- 
* nicants, and ſuch as are fit to Sup with 
© our Lord. But on the contrary, we 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold fins 
and wickedneſs, which we have grievouſly 
committed ; we acknowledge, that we 
are mot worthy to gather the Crumbs un- 
der his Fable, &c. By which it ap- 
pears, that none are to Receive the Sa- 
crament, but thoſe - that, in this ſenſe, 
judge themſelves Unworthy of- it. 

T hat-- every one - therefore, may 
have a right Notion of this Word, 
Unworthy : The Rule which they muſt 
judge by, is the Word of God. Every 
man muſt account himſelf Worthy or 
Unworthy to Receive the Sacrament, 
(not according to' what he thinks of 
himſelf, but) according to what God's 
Word declares concerning him. They 
are - Worthy, whom God -accepts of, 
according. to his - Covenant of Grace, 
declared in, and by the Goſpel, ma 

| THAt 


Non-Communticant, 23 
that is ſincerely Penitent, though he 
cannot think himſelf Worthy, ' yet, 
God declares him to be ſo; and there- 
fore, he is a Worthy Communicaat; 
and is offenſive: to God, and injurious 
to himſelf if he comes not to the Blel- 
ſed Sacrament. ' He that ſincerely! de- 
fires, and endeavours to walk in the 
wayes of God and Religion; though 
by reaſon of his many failings in his 
Duty, he- thinks 'chimfſelf Unworthy, 
yet, God accounts him | Worthy, 
and therefore, he ought to 'come-to: 
the Sacrament, and to come ' with 
great Joy ang Alacrity of mind, And 
the Sacrament is very proper for him, 
becaule, it is an excellent meanes to 
help him againſt that which txoubles 
him. 

There is 2 twofold Unworthyneſs ; 
as to the Perſon, and as to the: man- 
- ner of Communicating. As tothe 
Perſon; when he is ig a f{tnful a 1d im- 
penitent-State, .when he allow; him- 
If 'in;finful Praiſes, and takeg plea: 
lure in them, -though he knows 
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24 The Uiwozthy 
thar he AQs contrary to the Com- 
mand of Chriſt, either trying to ſa- 


tisfy bimfelf wich Arheittical hopes 
that there is no World but this, or. 


elſe with the hopes of an after-Re- 
pentance, which is the common /nere 
of the Devil. This Perſon can not 
be a Worthy Communicanr, for he is 
at enmity with Godin his mind :- He 
is a Rebel againſt the Law of Chriſt, 
which 'his intention to repent after- 
wards, doth ſuppoſe. He is one who can- 
not- think himſelf welcome to Chriſt, 
becauſe, he will not ſuffer him to be 
lis Lord” #0. Rule over him, 

There is Unworthyneſs likewiſe, 
as to the' manner of Receiving, and 
that is, when a man doth not Re- 
ceive with Reverence as becomes him 
in that ſolemn Approach to God. 
This was a great fault which the Co- 
rinthiats were guilty of. They came 
Unreverently and. diforderly to the 
Sacrament from their love-Feafts, for- 
getting that they were not in/ their 
own Houſes but in: Gods Houſe, - and 
| that 
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that they were not eating at their own 
Tables bur at the Lords Table. This 
is the proper meaning of the Apoſtles 
expreſſion in the next words, Not 
diſcerning the Lords Body ; an expreſ- 
ſion -which I have heard ſome Pa- 
piſts make uſe of, for their whiaſey 
of Tranſubſtantiation, as if they? Eat 


and Drank Unworthily who diS nor 


diſcern by Faith, that it was the ve- 
ry Body of our Saviour: but moſt 
certain it 1s, that the Apoſtle had a- 
nother meaning. The word draxgivs 
ſignifies both ro diſcriminate and. to 
fantify, and fo the propereſt Ac- 
count that can be. given of it-is, that 
he. who doth not Receive after a de- 
vout and religious manner, is Unwor- 
thy. 4:40 
I hope I have faid enorph to take 
off the unneceſſary, and cauſcleſs fears 
of thoſe who are humble Chriſtians;and 
that they will not any longer give the 
Enemy of their Salvation this Advax- 
taze againſt them, but that they will 
take right Mzaſyres, and be ſo far 
| C3 from 
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from keeping from the Sacrament be- 


cauſe they think themſeives Unwor- 


thy, that they will account 1t agood 
qualification for ' their welcome at the 
Lords Table. 
into the 


at his Table. 


The next thing 'to be: conſidered, | 
is, what the Apoſtle. means by eatrg | 
and drinking Damnation; which is the | 
aftrighting expreſſion that makes thou- | 


{ands :afraid ' to Receive the Sacra- 
ment. The trembling ſinner thinks 
that this brings men into theicondi- 
tion of thoſe who were guilty of the 
Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt : 
that they have committed a fin which 
ſhall never be forgiven them : That 
they having received Unworthily, are 
irrecoverably Loft. and Ruin'd's That 


they. have ſwallowed down Poiſon to |! 
their Souls, and can never Tomir: it | 
. D 


up 


Let ſuch perſons look | 
| oly Goſpel, and they wall | 
find, that ſuch perſons as zhey are, | 
were not. only accepted of - Chriſt, j 
but highly commended by him, and | 
therefore are the moſt Welcome Guelts þ 


{ yet if a man be an Unworthy Re- 


| ſtate of Damnation ; It is nv wonder 
Z that there are ſo few Conimunicants. 
#Z Thar I may therefore reCify theſe mi- 
Rakes, 1 delire thele things may be 
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up again, And if theſe be the in- 
terpretations that ſinners. make of 
thoſe Exprefſions, thar it.is very hard 
to ſay who is worthy to Receive, and 


ceiver he is from thenceforth in a 


conſidered. 

I. It was not the deſign of the A- 
poſtle, by this Expreſſion, to {care the 
-wickedeſt men among({t Chriftians 
fram the: Sacrament, but only that 
they might Reform and come- to it. 
He did not ſuppoſe that what he laid 
would make any afraid to perform 
their Duty 1n obſerving this Ordi- 
nance, nor had it any ſ{uch efFect up- 
on thoſe to whom he wrote this E- 
piſtle, He was a more faithful Stew- 
ard and Servant of Chriſt, than to do 
any thing with deſign, ro diſcourage . 
thoſe from coming to his Maſters Ta- 
ble, who were invited to prepare, and 
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to.come to-it. If he had, he had been 


as Unworthy a Miniſter, as the worſt | 
ſinner can be an Unworthy Communi- | 
cant. Itis of great moment, and may | 
exceedingly tend to the fatisfation of | 


the ſcrupulous, when they read the 


Scriptures, to conſider well what the 


deſign of the Pen-man 1s : for by this 
means they will prevent miſapplica- 
tions, which are of very ill Conſe- 
quence. | 
' 2+ The word which is tranſlated 
Damnation, is *6ive which: ſignifies 
Judgment, and doth as well ſignihe a- 
ny temporal evil which befalls men in 
this world as the puniſhment in the 
helliſh State. And fo the meaning is 
this and no more : He that Eateth and 
Drinketh Unworthily offends God, and 
provokes the Judgment of God againſt 
"R_ 

. The caſe of the Corinthians 1s to be 
Mo, and that may tend exceed- 
ingly to the fſatisfaQtion of rhoſe that 
are thus affrighted : r. They had re- 
ceived Unworthily ; , be yet the he — 

oth 
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doth not tell them that they are Damn- 
ed, or thatthey are in a loſt condition, 
and muſt-now periſh for eycr ; but Ad- 
moniſhes them to be more caretul for 
the time to come, that they might 
come: With better Preparation than they 
had before. 2- In eating and drink- 
ing Unworthily, they had ear and 
drank Damnation to themſelves in the 
Apoſtles ſenſe : They had eat and drank 
Judgment, as appears in the next 
Verſe. For this cauſe many are weak 
and ſickly amone# you, and many fleep. 


From which it is concluded, that God 


ſent a Plague at Corinth for their Un- 
worthy Receiving. 3. It muſt be con- 
ſider'd,that the Apoſtle only blames the 
Corinthians tor that Faulc which they 
were then guilty of, which was their 
Unworthy Receiving. There were no ' 
Chriſtiagg/ in thoſe dayes that were 
Non-Communicants. They generally 
Valued the Sacrament above their lives, 
and an opportunity of receiving,though 
it were Adminiſtred every day in the 


World. 
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World. There was therefore no oc- 
caſion for the Apoſtle to tell them the 
Dancer of living in the negle& of the 
Sacrament: If there had, no Man in 
his Wits can imagine but that the Apo- 
ftle would have threatned Darmnation 
as well to Utiworthy Neglecters as he 
did to Unworthy Receivers of the Bleſ- 
{ed Sacrament. 

4. If this which the Apoſtle faith of 


Eating and Drmking Damnation be the 


cauſe of Mens being afraid to come to 
the Sacrament, they may for the like 
reaſon,. be afraid to perform other Du- 
ties of Religion. 

If any Impenitent Sinner Prayes to 


God, without a reſolution to avoid the 


{ame courſe of Life, he cannot think 
but his Prayers will provoke God to 
puniſh him, rather then obtain favour 
to him: Thathe hath reaſov>toexpe& 
that the Judgment of God, both in re- 
ference to this Life, and that which is 
to come, ſhould he the conſequent of 
jr. He is one whoconfeſſeth his ſin to 
God, but doth not ſo much as _— to 
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rorſaks it for the time to' come: *And 
this muſt certainly bea great Provoca- | 
tion of the All-ſeeirig God; For aMan 
to pretend that he is {orry for what he 


hath done, when he is not reſolved roa- 


mend. 
__ If an-earthly King could know that 
the MalefaQor, who beggs his Life, in- 
tended to do the ſame wickedneſs for 
which he deſerved to dye before, he 
would be ſo far from granting his Peti- 
tion,that he would haſten hisExecution. 
The Almighty 'Gdd, the Great King 
of Heaven knows this to be the Sinners 


cafe, thatalthough he ſtands condemn- 


ed for his evil deeds, yer he beggs par- 
don, ongly as a thing i in courſe, with- 
out any reſolution of amendment; and 
can it be imagin'd that any thing lefs 


than Damnarion ſhould be the end of 
'this Sinfier? There is one caſe in 


which the'Sinner doth diretly Pray 
Damnation to himſelf, according”to 
the Apoſtles Phraſe, and rhat'1s the 
caſe of the Malitious and Revengeful 


Sinner, he Prayes, to God 7o forgeve 


him 
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him his treſpaſſes as he forgives ethers : 
That is not at all; It is as if he ſhould 
ſay, Lord. be thou revenged on me, for 
I am reſolved to be revenged on my 
Brother : Beſides, there is no more 
cauſe of Terrour from this Expreſſion 
of the Apoſtle. by which Sinners are 
{cared from the Sgcrament, than there 
js in that of So/omoz by which wick- 
ed men may be afraid to Pray, + Prov. 
15-8. The Sacrifice, that is the Prayer, of 
the Wicked is an Abomination unto the 
Lord, He that doth that which God 
loaths, and is an Abomination to him, 
certainly can expect nothing but Dam- 
zation to-be the end of it. I would fain 
know of the Non-Communicant whe- 
ther, if the Apoſtles expreflion had 
been, He that Eateth and Drinketh Un- 
worthily is an Abomination unto the Lord, 
and Solomons expreſſion had been, The 
Prayer of the wicked briogeth Dam- 
nation to himſelf + that he would have 
Received the Sacrament,, but never 
pray 'd to God. 

I may likewiſe inſtance i in that great 
Daty 
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Duty of hearing Gods Word. Cer- 
tainly every man will grant; that for 
a man to come to the Houſe of God, 
to hear what God requires of him, with- 
out any intent to do ir, and according- 
ly .comes from hearing Gods: Com- 
mands with a reſolution to break; them; 
can expect nothing leſs than Damnation 
to be the conſequent 'of ir. And al 
though this be the' caſe of thouſands 
of Sinners, yet they are not afraid 0 
hear Gods Word. There 1s' no more 
cauſe of Terrour from this expreſſion 
of the Apoſtle to Unworthy Commu- 
nicants, _ there is from many Ex- 
prefſions of our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles conicerning Unworthy Hearers of 
Gods Word. 1 may inſtance firſt, in 
thar of our Saviour, Luk. 8. 18. Take 
heed therefore how you hear ; whoſoever 
hath,to himſhall be given; and whoſoever 
hath not, from him ſhall be' taken even 
that which he ſeemeth to have. If our 
Saviour had onely given the Caution, 


' Take heed how you hear, it might ſtartle 


the unprofitable Hearer, and give _ 
Ju 
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not careful ; But our Saviour adding, 
For whoſoever hath to him ſhall be given, 
and from him that hath not, from him 
ſhall be taken away, even that. which he 
ſeemeth ta have, 1s an expreſſion which 


ſignifies' the condition of a careleſs 
Hearer to be ſo forlorn, that it may. 


make every ſuch ſinner afraid. to en- 
ter into Gods Houſe. The meaning 
of our Saviour by that proverbial fay- 
ing is, He that is an Obedient Hearer 
ſhall grow in Grace and Knowledge, 
and be 1n the caſe of a Rich man who 


encreaſeth his Riches to a great Eſtate ; 
but the careleſs Hearer who-dota nor: 


ive diligent Attention,and: who comes 


to hear without reſolution. to-PraQile, 
is like a.man of low: Degree who by: 


taking no care to improve his Stock, 
loleth that little that he hath, and 
comes to intolerable Beggary and Mt- 
{ery. | How dreadful is the Candition 
of- chat man, who may be ſaid to hear 


away, all that is good ? Who, the lon- - 


ger he Hears, the.leſs he Regards, and 
the worle he is. I 
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I might inſtance likewile -in the 
compariſon which our Saviour. makes 
berween a diſobedient Hearer, andthe 
fooliſh man Who built his Houſe upon 
the Sand, Mar. 7. 26. of which he fauh, 
great was the fall. of it. We can not ima« 
gine tlie great fall ofa Difobedjzent Hea- 
rer to be any thing leſs. than a fall into 
Damnation &everlaſting Miſery : And 
yet menare not therefore afraid to hear 
Gods Word who refuſe to doit, I may 
inſtance likewiſe in the expreſſions of 
the Apoſtles ; St. Fames ſaith, Chap;'1, 


V. 22. Beye doers of the Word and 'n0t 


hearers only, deceiving your own ſelves, 
How do men deceive themſelves, but 
by expecting Salvation from Heawag, 
and Damnation muſt be their Portzan 
for not doing ?. And yet the ſinner doth 
notſ{ay, Iſhall but deceivemy elf, and 
therefore 'tis in vain for-me to go tq 
Gods Houle to Hear his Word. There 
is. another expreſſion of the Apoſtle ; 
2 Cor. 2.16. To the one we area ſavour 


ſpeaking concerning the Miniſtry o 
x hs 
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the Goſpel, and. the different EffeRs 
which it hath upon men in reference 
to-anuther world. 7s 7s the ſavour of 
death unto death; an expreſſion allud- 
ing to ſtrong perfumes which are plea- 
ſlant to ſome, but are, like poſon, ſud- 
dainly deſtruQtive to -others. It is as 
| if the Apoftle ſhould have ſaid, Though 
to: ſome our Preaching the Goſpel is 
exceedingly beneficial, yet to others 
who regard it not it, is'moſt certainly 
deſtruQive, for it brings eternal Death. 
There is more terrour 1n this Expref- 
ſion than there ts inthat of the Apoſtles 
eating and drinking Damnation ; for 
that, as I bave ſhewed, ſignifies any 
texÞoral evil. as well as the Puniſh- 
ment of another ſtate ; But this of the 
Apoſtle ſignifies only the Death of 
the ſoul in another world ; And. yet, 
for all this men, are not afraid to hear 
the Goſpel Preached to them. By this 


I hope it hath appeared, that there is. 
no more reaſon why Chriſtians ſhould: 


be afraid to Receive the Sacrament. 


from that Expreſſion of the Apoſtle; 


than 
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than they ſhould be ro perform othag% 
Duties of Religion, confidering- what 
the Scripture ſaith concerning--thoſe ©? 
that - are Unworthy Performers of * 
them. | "1 
- 5. I may- add in the laft place, That 
this Expreſſion of the Apoſtle, how-ſe= 7 
vere ſoever it may feem to be,' is no 
part. of revealed Religion properly. fo 
called: Revealed Religion is that of 
God, which we could not know if it 
were not told us. But this-of Unworthy 
Commynicants eating & drinking judg- 
ment to themfelves,. is that which-the 
Corinthians and all Chriſtians mighr 0 
know, though the Apoſtle had never -. 7 
faid it. Every manz-by* the light.of 7 
natural Reaſan, knows that :he-who 
doth not live in obedience to the Laws 
of his God, or comes Unreverently:be- 
fore him, is not accepted of him, but 
on the contrary,  doth- proyoke- him;to 
anger, and conſequently to puniſh that 
offender who doth thus difobey and 
contema him. | | 

If Heathens had been negligent or 
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gareverent in ' their Sacrifices; : and a 
plague. had hapned amongſt them, as 
it was ſuppoſed to be rhe cafe of the 
Corinthians, they would doubtleſs have 
concluded, that the Plague came be; 
cauſe of their Neglect of their Duty. 
And therefore it is a hard caſe that men 
ſhould. be fo much afraid of the Sacra- 
ment, becauſe they are told of. a dan- 
ger, Which Heathens rhemſelves might 
have 'known-in the like caſe. | 

Tis very probable that the Corinthi- 
an; werelo apprehenſive of the jnfinits 


tove: of Chriſt, and of the benefit | 


which was to be received by this Or- 
dinarice, that they were not ſo well a» 
ware. of the "danger of Unworthy Re- 
cceiving as they might have been ; and 
therefore the Apottle thinks fir to give 
thern this Admonition, by which they 
might underſtand that (alrhough. che 
benefit was great to the Worthy: Re» 
eciver, yet) a Man muſt not be ſo-prey 
fortipmouſly confident of it, as to rhink 
that he may come to it without'a due 
conſideration of, and preparazion 4or, 
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ſuch a near and ſolemn approach to 


God: 
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I IT. The danger of Unworthy Neg- 
le&ing the Sacrament is generally great» 
* || er than the danger of Unworthy Res 
1} cciving. 1 know that this Aﬀertion 
- will ſeem ſtrange to many and may be 

very offenſive to ſome, who for ma- 
5} ny: Years have heard the Duty of pres 

paring mightily urged, but have ne*« 7 
ver heard chat it is a Duty to partake, "0 
They have heard rhe' danger of Un- 
| worthy Receiving ftrained beyond its 
due bounds and limits, bur have heard 
nothing of the danger of living inthe Ws 
continued Neglect of this Ordinances, '**% 
But though I do not ſpe k the Senſe of hb 
4 great many in this v-;ious and divi- 
ded Age, yet I hope (.pery one will 
ne that I fpeak che Sence of all Man- 

rind in all former Ag, in referencs x 
© divine add ; pofitive: Inftitutions. ©. 7 
Thoſe who of old werecalled Gods Peo- | 
ple, becauſe rhey had entred into.Cos 
with bim =_ politive [nfticu- 
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tions:from God, which they were du- 
ly to obſerve, and to ſanitify themſelves 
for the performance of. We are not 
to* imagine that they thought their 
external Sanctiffcations were enough, 
but that there muſt be an inward Sanc- 
tification of the Heart, to which the 
other did relate. And alchough they 
were defeQive ,1n this, (as appears by 
the great complaints which God made 
againſt them) yet they.did not dare to 
negle& the Obſervance. of Gods poſi- 
tive Inftirptions ; bur all the people 
wrre::careful to:do what God com- 
mandedas tothe outward: AQ, though 
they/ were negligent as 'to:the inward 
diſpoſition of their Minds | and prepa- 
ration-or it. : When our Saviourcame 
into:the World, the Paſſeover wasdu- 
ly; obſerved: by- thoſe. whom he' con 
demned: as the worſt men inthe world, 


| but yet he no- where. tells 'them- that 


they ſhould not: have obſferv'd itz or 
that it had' been; berter' that the Ordi- 
Rance.: had': been: ;whatly : laid- aſide: 


Though all erg not! Wrael:that werevof 
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Iſrael,  yet-all accounted it their Dury 
to obſerve the Ordinances of the God'of 
Gel rae, TE | e<. 
If we likewiſe conſider the: Practice 
It of the firit Chriſtians; ' we: ſhall find, 


Ms | that they accounted” Non-Communi> * 
vt cating to be ,the greateſt danger. it 
> | they had. accounted that therei was 

oy leſs danger in being \Non-Comani> 
1, cants,. or. that they might. have beer.  »® 
'C | very good Chriſtians'though: they did =} 
h not Receive the Sacrament, or'thatit® *.# 
Ie would be no, great danger to their own 
2g Souls to live in the 7Negle& of-'ar, 


FAY they, would not bave lain proſtrats'/at 
"4 the Church Doors, begging the' Pray- 
| ers of the Fairhful, that they-:might 7 
2 | be admitted to -the Sacramentsbut * 


oy have liv'd very cont ;atedly: without 
> \ 45-1 : . =Y WP 
4 | Its a5 a great many i o-in our dayes, 


who it may. be will;zſay, »that' it: was 
%l the Ignorance .of Khole - Chriſtians 3 
In - which mad-- them {fondly defirous: 
i | of” it.: ; Excommunication;: by which 
- 4 "they were debarred- from coming -to 
F = xhe Sacrament, would have: beers no 

; 1578 "LEY _ trouble 
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le to 5thets, but Hs avout have 
lived very. contentedly 'withour it. Be- 
ſides, we find that when the Corinbi. 

ans had received Unworthily, the Apo- 
ſtle charges them to examine themſelves, 
that they might be better prepared. 
But afterwards, when Chriſtians be- 


gan to be ſo remiſs as not to receive-at 


all, it was'determin'd in a Council-at 
Antioch, That all Non: -Communicants 
ſhould be Excommunicated:: | They 
were not thought worrhy of the Name 
or Society of Chriſtians, who ſhould 
tura-their backs-upon the Holy Ordi- 
nance. of the bleſſed F ESHS, as if i 
were unneceflary to obſerve.it. Doubt- 
Je the moſt wicked Chriſtian in the 
World, will not be puniſhed for com- 

to; the Sacrament, ſimply. con{i- 
dered, but becaufe he did not prepare 
his Mind-by leaving off his wickedneſs. 
He did that which was requir'd of hit, 
gs to the outward AQ onely, he did nor 
take care to prepare himſelf for i ir. But 
More parcicularly | 


uy Non-Cenmunicating i is amore © 
| Malls 
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manifeſt contempt of the Authority of | 
God. © A Law-giyer is e ceedingly de- 

ſpiſed when his Laws. ar {not obſerved. 
It is an Argument that ys Authority 1s 
diſputed, or that thoſe Whom he come 
mands, are not obliged" to obey him, 
Who can imagine that the Unworthy 
Non - Communicant owns, that -God 


hath exalted Chriſt To be 4 Prince and 
4 Saviour, and that he hath given him 4 - 
Name above every Name, when he turns 
his back upon his Inſtitution, as if 1t 
were ſome Ulurper that hath ſaid Do 
this, and one whom Men. need not own 


| as their Prence, and 25-their Squiour? 


This is ſuch a Contempt of Chriſt's 


Authority, and ſuch a Reproach to the 


Chriſtian Religion, that I may ſay Te! _# 
#t not in Gath, &c. | Let not the Hea- 2 


-thens hear that Chriſtians have ſo lit- | 


tle regard to their Chrift, as that the 
do. not. obey him in that Comma 


which had a ſpecial Relation to what 


they ſay. he did for them. They have 
-more Reverence and Shew, more Re- 


A £2gard and Obedience: to - theur Goas 
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which are no Gods, as appears by the 
Account we have of their Sacrifices. 
Let not the Mahometans hear of it : 
They are diligent to obſerve the Com- 
mands of thar 2homet, in abſtaining 
from what he hath forbidden, and .in 
their Religious Dutics, Praying five 
times every day, becauſe they ſay that 
he had Authority from God, and what 
he commanded they are obliged to do. 
' Tell it not to the Fews; they obſerve 
the Ordinances of Meofes to this day in 
many things, becauſe they own his 
Authority trom God. Thete' Men of 
other Religions, ſhame Chriſtians, and 
may. conclude, it they hear of Non- 


Communicants, That there are many . 


who call themſelves Chriitians, who 


do not believe in their Hearts that 


their Chriſt came from God ; for they 
do not account themſelves obliged to 
obſerve his Rites and Inſtitutions. This 
Contempt of Chriſt's Authority, can- 
not be | deeply Charged upon -the 


Unworthy Receiver. That Servant 
Who 1s not careful to do his Duty af: 
ter 


{ 


o* 
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ter ſuch a manner as his Malter re- 
'S. | quires of him, 1s not {o gui'ty of Con- 
: : | rempt, as he that turns Þ:is back, and 
n- | doth not do it at all. That Chriſt 
& | ans, becauſe Chriſt requires them to be 
n | Chriſtians indeed, his Diſciples, and 
'e || becauſe they are-threatned with Fun- 
t | iſhment; if they are not careful to per- 
© | form their Duty as they ought, and as 
» | they may do; ſhould think to avoid 
2 | Puniſhment, by not doing their. Duty 
1 | atall, is ſuch a way to avoid Puniſh- - 
3 | ment, as no Man ever yet thought of, 
" | and nothing but the Deluſion of the 

Devil- could ever put into the Minds 
of Men. 

2..It is a greater Contempt of the 

Love of Chriit. The Love of God the 
Father, in ſending Chriſt into the 
World, is unconceivably great: God 
ſo loved the World, fo inhaitly, fo tran- 
{ endently, ſo beyond all that. Tongues 
can exprels, or Hearts conceive : And 
Chriſts giving his Body to' be broker, 
and his Blood to be ſhed, is ſuch an ex- 
preffion of Love, as 1s oniy tic to put 
FS _ =p 
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us into an Extaſy of Admiration. The 
Apoſtle tells us that it hath /ezgth and 
breadth, and depth and hejzhth, and that 
it isa Love which paſſeth knowled;e: A 
Love which cannot be deſcribed, and 
therefore God allows us an Eternity to 
adinire it: That God ſhonld become 
Man: That Z7e ſhould dye, to whom 
it belongs to give Life; that He ſhould 
Dye for Ezemtes ; that He ſhould Dye 
fuch an ignominious Death, as the 
Dearh of the Croſs, &c. Now we muſt 
know, - That this Sacramenr is an Or- 
dinanc?; which -Chrift appointed on 
purpole to give us a Lively Remem-» 
brance, and a Symbolical Repreſenta- 
tion of that unconceivable Love: And 
although the Unworthy Communicant 


is Unworthy indeed, in that it hath 


not ſuch an Influence upon his Life. as 
It ought to have, yet in regard that he 
comes to the Sacrament, and by his 


outward Reverence doth acknowledge 
;Chriſts Love to Sinners, ( and-it may 


be, hath Grief in his Heart at that 
ime, to think that that Love hath not 
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Non-Communtcant. 47 
obliged him to better Obedience) he is 
not {o much to blame as the Non-Com-- 
municant who turns his back upon the 
Ordinance, as it Chriſt's Love [exhibi- 
ted and repreſented by it., were not 
worthy of his Notice. 

3. They caſt great Contem! t upon 
the Wiſdom of Chriſt, who equent 
not the Bleſſed Sacrament. Their Neg- 
Je&t of it, ſuppoſeth that- they: think 
there is no great need of it, or no great 
rood to be received by ir. 

There are a ſort of People amongſt 
us, who upon all Occaſions: declare, 
that they hope to be ſaved, who yer 
think they need nor Receive the Sacra- 
ment; And what do theſe men leſs, 
than charge Chriſt, that this Ordinance, 
which he appointed as a Means to Sal- 
vation, might as well have been ler a- 
lone. It is through their own great 


Folly ,- that they call the Wiſdom of 


him, who is the w:/dom of, jod, inta 
Queſtion; their not conſide}jng, that 
the good that is to be Recei&d, is onz 
ly: from the Bleſſing of Heaven, upon 
| iy that 
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thac Ordinance which Chriſt appoin- 
ted. [The Non-Communicaant 1n this 
cale, is like Naaman the Lepery 2 Kings 
' 5. IO, It. who was willing to go to 
the man of God to be recovered ot his 
Leproſy ; but he was delirous that it 
miyhrt be done without his uſing any 
Means for it ? eſpecially ſuch as he 
could not underſtand ſhould afford him 
any Benefic. Eliſha ext « a oeer un- 
to him, ſaying, Go and waſh in Jordan 
ſeven times, .and thy 1p ſhall come a- 
gain unto thee, and thou (halt be clean, 
But Naaman was wroth, and went 
avay , and ſaid, Behold , 7 thought he 
will ſurely come out to me, and. ſtand, 
and call on the Name of the Lord his 
God, and ſtrike his hand over the place, 
and. recover the Leper., are not Abana 
azd Pharpar Rivers of Damaſcus, ber- 
ter than all the Waters of Iſrael? May 
1 not waſh in them and be clean? So he 
turned and went away in a Rage. In 
like mannzr the Non - Communicant 
Knows no Reaſon, Why he ſhqu}d go 
-£o rs Sacrament to be cured of his 


Leproſy. f 


” 
- 


. unneceſſary to be obſerved. And eve- 
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Leproſy. It 1s enough, he thinks, that 
Chrift dyed for Sinners, and that he 
b-lieves it, and that hg is ſorry for-his 
Sins, and asks God pardon, or intends 
to do fo: He knows no need of the 
Sacrament, Or to what purpole it was 
appointed. Burt as Naaman kept his 
Leproſy till he was perſwaded to waſh 
in Jordan; fo Sinners have all rhe rea- 
ſon in the World to expc&, thar the 
Leproſy of their Souls ſhould continue 
till they frequent rhe Sacrament, it 
being an Ordinance which Chr! t ap- 
pointed, and therefore they ha /e no 
reaſon to expet the Cure of, their 
Souls without it. (2 

The Unworthy Communicant Ac-' 
knowledges, by his devout Receiving 
of it, that- it is an Ordinance of Hea- 
ven; worthy of all Reverence (though 
he fails in examining himſelf before 
he comes to partake of it) and that 
from which great Benefit is to be ex- 
pected; but the Unworthy Non-Com- 
zunicant {lights it as inconfiderable and 
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ry one knows, that in ſo: doing, he 
calls into queſtion the Wiſdom of our 
Bleſſed Saviour., Ws 

4. Non- Communicants are worſe 
than Unworthy Receivers, 1n that they 


caſt away the Profeſſion of Chriſtiani-. 


ty, and that- Publick Declaration of 
the Benefit of the Death and Suffer- 


_ ings of Chriſt, for which this Ordt- 


nance was appointed When our Sa- 
viour faid, Do this in remembrance of 
Me :* And the Apoſtle, As oft as ye 
Eat this Bread, and Drink this Cup, ye 


ao ſhew the Lords Death until He come; | 


or xeryyiaxr; declare ye the Lord's 
Death. It is very plain, that the Sa- 
Erament was not only intended for 
the private Good and Benefit of the 
Receiver, but to bear up the Honour 
of God and the Chriſtian Religion in 
the World: 
for a publick Declaration, that Chriſt 
15 the Saviour of the World, and that 
there is no other Name under Heaven 
by which a Man can be ſaved : That 
his Death and Sufferings was the ex- 
| Platory 


That ir ſhould be uſed * 


| 
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piatory Sacrifice for the Sin of the 
whole World: And that thoſe who 
| I have not thei Goſpel Preached, . bur 
rſe || have only the Guide of their own Con- 
ey | ſciences, and of Natural Religion, are 
ni-. || faved by vertue of his Death, though 
of || they do not know him, becaule thar 
r- || it is by him that God's Anger 1s ap- 
[i= | peaſed towards Mankind. By this we 
a- | ſbew forth the Lords Death, what a. 
of || Great and Mighty Saviour he. made 
& | himſelf by dying for Mankind, 

C The Unworthy Receiver is exceed- 
- || ingly to blame, becauſe he fails in the 
5 | PraGtice of Religion: But the Non- 
' | Communicant is more Unworthy, for 
he fails not only in the Practice, (but 
in the very Profeſſion likewiſe. It 
were not improper to ask-him, wherr 
he turns his back upon the Sacrament, 
: What Religion he is of, that we may 
eive an Account to them that ask us? 
If he faith a Chriſtian, Why-doth he 
not own it,- by his ſolemn Approach 
to that Ordinance which Chriſt ap- 


pointed for that very end? If he 
my ſaith. 
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Gith he goes to Church, fo may (and 
ſometimes do) Jews and Mahometans, 


Men of other Religions. 
5. Non- Communicating is of more 


dangerous and pernicious Conſequence | 


than Unworthy Receiving. Ir 15 not 
only 'in many Reipe'ts more offenſive 
to God, bur likewiſe more deſtruftive 
to' the Souls of Men, This may appear 
by a more general, or a more particu- 
lar and fpccial Conſideration, Non- 
Communicaring 1s the great In-ler, 
both of dreadful Diviſions and horrid 
Debaucherics; which with forrowtul 
hearts we have great caule to complain 
of. 

It hath been the great Inlet to. all 
manner of D::fom:, by which the 
Church of Chriſt, which is his Body, 
is torn Limb trom Limb, and, we fear; 
15 never like to be healed i in our days. 
The Caſe is plain, though there were 
nothing of fad Experience to be al- 
ledged. 

So long as Men keep in Socictien 
—_— but Civil. Societies, and are obs 
liged 
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[ oblig'd, bur wholly he at their Liber- 
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liged to obſerve Rules and Orders ; if a« 
ny Controverſie ariſe, the diſſatisfied 
Perſon, partly by his Obligation to 
thoſe Rules and Orders, and partly by 
the Advice and.Councel of the reſt of 


{ the Society, doth y preſently ſepa- 


rate but ſubmit ; or if he be ſtub- 
born and inſolent, he may be turn'd 
out of the Society , and be lyable to 
ſevere Penalties, till he be. more mo- 
deſt, humble and compliant. But if 
he thinks himſelf under no Obligarion 
to obſerve the Rules and Orders of that 
Society, and no Penalty be inflicted, 
then he breaks away & makes Parties, 
and brings all into Confuſion and Dif- 
order. | ES | | 

In the Caſe of the Sacrament: If 
every one, who 1s admitted by Bap- 
tiſm to be a Member of the Church 
of Chriſt, doth account it his Duty 
as a Member cf that Society, to ' obs 
ſerve the Rules and Orders of the 


| Church, Peace and Union is main- 


tain'd : but if Men think they are not 


ty, 
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ty, whether they will partake of this 
Ordinance or let it alone, then it's no 
wonder if the Members of that Soci- 
ety be ſcattered into as many Diviſi- 
ons and Parties, as the great Enemy P 
of the Sacrament and of their Salvatt- 


For many years after our Bleſſed Re- 
formation from Popery, there were ſo 
many received the Sacrament, that 
the number of Inhabitants in every 
Pariſh, was beſt known by the Num- 
ber of Communicanfs. In thoſe hap- 
Py days of the Churches Peace, Ma-ſj 
Rers and Miſtreſſes came at one Com-f 
munion, and their Servants, after pub- 
lick Catechiſing, and private Exami- 
nation by their Miniſters, came the 
next Communion. It could not be 
imagin'd, but that there were ſome 
Unworthy Communicants amongſt 
them : There were ſuch in the Church 
.of Corinth, and will be in'all Churchesf 
fo the end of the World. Bur that 
Evil was nothing in compariſon of the 
Mifchiefs that have happen'd ſince _ 
LOOK | 
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took their Liberty to forſake the Sa- 
crament. Pariſhes now may better be 
compured by the number of Non-Com- 


y - Municants, and thoſe that run from 


the Sacrament, than of thoſe that come 


to It, | | | 
I cannot in this place forbear men- 


tioning the ſubſtance of what I lately 


heard from a very Aged, Grave & Pious 
Perſon, who is now very. Conforma- 
ble to the Church of EZ:g/azd, We 
were lamenting, that the People would 
not be perſwaded to come to the Sa- 
crament, and that their abſenting was 
occaſion'd by the ſad Diſtractions and 
Diviſions that are in the Church. TI 
© was, {aid he, one of thoſe, who in 
© the beginning of the late Troubles, 
found Fault with the Surplice, and 
* with the Croſs in Baptiſm, and there 
© were others who were diſcdntented 
© at thoſe things, who were good and: 
© holy Men. But I am confident, if 
© they could have foreſeen the dread- 
© ful Miſchiefs that have happened un- 


© to the Church, they would never 
E 2 © have 


© have ſo much as opened their Lips, 
© miuch leſs have done. any thing a- 
* oainſt the Church as it then was. 
I know there ought to be great 
care taken to keep oft ſcandalous Com- 
municants, and there would be grea- 
' ter care taken, if the Diviſions of the 


Church did not. hinder 1t. But 1 think 


all ſober People will ſay, That if all 
the vicious Men in Ezzlard came to 
the Sacrament, it would not be ſo great 
a Scandal to Religion, as the Dreadful 
Diviſions and Separations that have 
been in the Church, ſince the People 
took their Liberty to turn their backs 
upon that holy Ordinance, and many 
Minifters made it their Buſineſs to 
make them afraid of it, by Preaching 
the Danger of Unworthy Receiving, 
but not of Unworthy Neglecting of 
It. 

Another great Evil which: is the 
Conſequence of Non-Communicating, 
is horrid Debauchery and Profaneneſs: 
fach as never was or could be, whilſt 
rhe Sacrament was frequented, There 
are 
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are Thouſands in this Age, who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, and often ſay, 
that they hope 7o be ſaved, but are ſo 
far from living like Chriſtians, thac 
they would be abandoned by ſober 
Heathens as unfit for humane Society. 
If we look into the Records of Anti- 
ent Times, we ſhall find, That though 
there were grievous Wickedneſſes and 
Impieties, yer they were attended with 
ſome kind of fear and ſhame ; but in 
our Age, Wickedneſs inſults, as if 
it hoped to. have a better Reputa- 
tion than Piety and Vertue, in the 
World. The Apoſtle ſpeaking of the 
Sins of Heathens, Eph. 5. 11. calls them 


_ the Unfruitful works of Darkneſs. And 
g 19 the next Verſe he tells the Epheſians, 


That 2t is a ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe things 
which are done in Secret, . But in our 
Age, Wickedneſs appears Openly, as' 
if there were no fear or {hame that be- 
longed to it. | 


 *--In former Times, they that were 


drunk, were drank in the Nizht ; but 
noxy *cis ſcarcely accounted a Sin, and 
i E 3 there- 
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- therefore is become a Noon-Day En- 
_ tertainment. In former Times, it was 
the Sin of a rude ungoverned Rabble. 
When Harrah was falſely accuſed of 
being drunk, Count not, ſaid ſhe, thine 
Hanamaid for a Danghter of Belial. Be- 
lial ſignifies without Toak, and it 1s as 
if ſhe had faid, I am'none of thoſe un- 
ruly forlorn Miſcreants that will be 
drunk. I ſuppoſe the Proverb may be 
very antient, As Drunk as a Beggar. 
But now *tis the Sin (f 7 may be ſo 
bold as to call it ſo) of Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, and is in as much Eſteem a- 
mongſt too many of' them, as if it 
were ſome brave Atchievment , for 
which a Man is willing to adventure 
the Ruine of himſelf and Family. 

'  Whoredom is another Sin which' 
hath exceedingly abounded. It is an 
Old Sin, but the Impudence that at- 
tends it, is New, In Jobs Time, The 
eye of the Adulterer waited for the Tmwy- 
light, Chap. 24. 15. The Whore which 
Solomon ſpeaks of, Prov. 7. 9. was on- 
ly to be found 72 the Twy-light, in the 


Even- 


CY 


Evening, in the black and dark Night, 
and {he was accounted to have an 2 
pudent face, v, 13. But how impudent 
are thoſe Whores, who appear in the 
open ſtreets at Noon Day, tempting 
all that paſs by.to their filthy Em- 
braces ? We read in the Scripture of 
the A4tiire of a Harlot, but now there 
is in this immodeſt Age no diftincti- 
ol; but by the ſhew of Women, we 
may ſuſpe&t that the Attire of Har- 
lats is all the Faſhion. 

Theſe. two Sins have of late years 
ſo much abounded, that there are thou- 
ſands who are ſo far from living like 
Chriſtians, that they are degenerated 
from the common Principles of Hu- 
manity, and would bea ſhame to Hea- 
thens if they liv'd amongſt them. Theſe 
Sins have made many to become worſe 
than Beaſts, in the eſteem of all that 
are Vertfious. And I am ſure they 
have made them become Deyils ta 
themſelves and Families. 

There is another dreadful Sin which 


. . abounds, and thar is profane Swearing. 
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A Sin which men commit only becauſe 


the Devil will haveit ſo; for there is | 


neither profit nor pleaſure in it. Some 
are ſeldom guilty of it but when they 


are provoked to Anger, and then they | 


muſt be revenged by abuſing the name 


of God and deſtroying their own 


Souls : which lets us ſee what fools the 
Devil makes them that forſake Religi- 
on. Sometimes it is attended with 
mirgh and jollity. Laughter and 
Swearing go together, as if to abuſe 
the Holy Name of God werea help to 
Mirth. Bur the reaſon of it is this, 
the Devil will not have his ſervants to 
have innocent Mirth ; if the ſhould, 
their Damnation would not be encrea- 
ſed as he would have it upon all occa- 
fions. Sometimes we obſerve men 
{wearing in their ordinary Converſe as 
if it were a grace to their ſpeech: Of 
which the trueſt account that T1 can 
give is; that their Hearts are ſo full 


of Wickedneſs, and of contempt of - 


God and of Religion, that it continual- 
ly, as a thing in courſe, runs out at their 
Mouths. © © | | L 


?Tis poſſible that ſome might have been 


* Non-Communitcant. 61 

I may add another Impiety which 
doth exceedingly encreaſe, and that is 
Contempt of Religion upon the Lords 
Day. Men of other Religions may call 
it the Devils Day, conſidering what 
horrid Wickednefſes men are guilty of 
on that Day. He hath more ſervice 
done him' on that day than in all the 
week beſides. Tis become the Ale- 
houſ-keepers Market or rather Fair-day. 
If Chriſtians ſhould regard their Souls 
on. that day, thoſe traders complain 
that they could not pay their Rents. 

Theſe Wickedneſſes and many more 
have abounded fince the days of Non- 
Communicating. If- theſe Ungodly 
Wretches-had not turn'd their backs 
upon the Sacrament at firſt, when. 
they were of years in which they might 
have been capable of Receiving it and 
the Church requir'd it; if they had 
been under a Neceſſity of receiving ir, 
no man can imagine that they could 
have .been guilty of ſuch horrid Sins, 
and have lived ſuch wicked Lives. 
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in a ſinful ſtate, and ſo have been Un- 
worthy Communicants, and thereby 
have eaten and drank Dammatioz to 
themſelves ; But now great Numbers 
do moſt apparently damn their own 
Souls to the batromlels Pit of Deſtruc- 
tion, and they damn the Souls of o- 
thers, and in a ſenſe, they may be ſaid 
to damn all Religion, whilſt this Or- 
dinance is neglected. | 

If theſe Profligate Wretches were 
ftrialy required to come to the Sacra- 
ment, they would be under a Neceſ- 
lity of Reforming. that they might be 
admitted to it. There would be an 
Admonition from the Miniſter. There 
would be terrible Checks from their 
own Confciences, which the Sacra- 
ment would rouze and cauſe to terri- 
- fie them. And if after (upon their 
- promiſe of Amendment ) they are ad- 
mitted to the Sacrament, they ſhall 
return to their former Courſes; Other 
Communicants would: take Notice of 
them, and give them friendly and 
godly Admonitions, and if thoſe py. 
+ | Val 
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vail not, they would at length com- 
Plain to the Church, by which they 
would be forced to live better, or be 
abandoned the Society of Chriſtians. 
{ But when Men turn their backs upon 
the Sacrament, they are then ſtrangers 
to their Neighbours, or at leaſt, there 
| is no Acquaintance with them as they 
are Chriſtians. They are nothing con- 
cern'd with one another, in the things 
of Religion. And if they are repro- 
| ved, they Anſwer to the Reprover, 

That he is nothing concern'd with 
| them; which they could not do, if 
they communicated together at the 

Blefſed Sacrament. There is a great 

Cemplaint of Unworthy Communi- 

cants ( and I hope it is greater than, 

there is cauſe for): But what a 

fearful Cauſe is there, to complain of 
" | the Ulnworthineſs, and of the horrid 
| | and ſhameful Wickedneſſes of Non» 
' # Communicants ? 

The conſequence of Non-Commus- 
nicating, may alſo come under a more 
ſpecial Conſideration, There are Ty 

ands 
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fands thar are not openly ſcandalous 
and 'protane, whoſe Condition would 
n-t be {2 bad as it 1s, if they frequent- 
ed the Sacrament. There would not 


be fo much Guilt a:id Trouble. in their þk 


Minds when they are 1n health, nor 
ſo much Fear and Diſquietment when 
ſickneſs comes. This is a plain caſct, 
& almoſt every days experience proves 
the truth of it. Tet every Man who 


lives in any known Sin, examine his . 


own Mind, Whether, if he were un- 
der a Neceſſity of Receiving the Sa- 
crament, he would not be more afraid 
to commit that Sin ; whether he would 
not be more afraid to negle& his Du- 
ty to God, both in publick and p#i- 
vate ? And when he- hath Received 
after a ſolemn and devout manner, and 
know that he muſt ſhorcly renew his 
Engagement to God again ; He would 
not be more careful of his ways? I 
know there are a great many who are- 
afraid to come ro the Sacrament ; but 
if they Examine themielves, and ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the Rate of their own 


Minds, 
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| Torment of their Departing -Souls ; 


Minds, they will have cauſe to con- 
clude, That it is from a ſuggeſtion of 
the Devil, and that he makes-them a- 
fraid to Receive, that they might be 


| the leſs afraid to fin. He may be Un- 
y worthy who does Receive, he may be 


one that lives a f{inful Life; but we 
may have much more cauſe to think 
him Unworthy and in a ſinful ſtate, 
who Receives not at all. | 
There is likewiſe a very dreadful 
Conſequence, in reſpe& of Grief and 
Sorrow, when the Non-Communicant 
is ſick, and forc'd to look back: upon 


0 his former Life; which I have had . 


luch frequent occaſion to. take notice 
of, that 1 viſit the Sick with ſome kind 
of Fear, leſt I ſhould find their Neg- 
le& of the Sacrament tormenting their 
Conſciences. ' 1 never yet heard any 
ſay, I wiſh I had never received the 
Sacrament ; although in ſome. caſes, 
as T ſhall Thew, there may be cauſe 


) for Perſons to wiſh ſo. But, that Men 


and Women have not Received, :s the 
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becauſe then their guilty Minds tell 
them, That they ought to have re- 
ceiv'd it, and might have done it to 
their great Benefit and Advantage. I 
lately heard this Expreſſion from a| 
Sick Bed, which I mention becauſe 
I think very uſeful. © As for the Sa- 


 ©* crament, I was afraid in my health 


© to receive it, but I think if I had 
© received it, I ſhould have been more 
© careful of my ways than I have been. 
We do for the moſt part find, . that 
Perſons are Comforted or Tormented 
upon. their Sick Beds, according to 
their Communicating or Non-Com- | 
municating:in the time of their healths. 
I know not which is more rare, in vi- 
fiting the Sick, - to find a Communi- 
cant troubled in mind, or a Non-Com- 
municant that is not. 

There is another Dreadful Evil, 
which is the conſequence of Non-Com- 
municating, (C which 1 might have } 
mentioned under the former Head ) 


and that is, moſt groſs and ſcandalous 


Tenorance. There never was any Age, 


nn 


in which there were Miniſters more 
able to inſtru the People, and it is 
well known, their way of Preaching 
the Goſpel, is moſt plain and intelli- 
gible to the meaneſt Capacities. And 
yer The People periſh for want of Know- 
ledge. In many places, by reaſon of 
the vaſt Number of Inhabitants, it is 


impoſſible there can be a particular 


care of their Souls by Converſe with 
them 1n private, which is of great 
neceſſity and Benefit ; and there are 
a great many who would not endure 
it, but take occaſion to run from the 
Church. In the mean while, there 
are Thouſands who have lived long e- 
nough' to be Teachers of others, but 
had need themſelves to be taught whzch 
are the firſt Principles of the Oracles of 
Goa ; Men that can give no Account 
of their Faith, nor upon what Account 
It is that they expect Salvation. And 
I am ſure one great cauſe of this, hath 
been Negle& of Receiving the Lord's 
Supper. . For if Men were frequent 
Communtcants, they would be under 

4 a 
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/ 2 great Neceſſity and Obligation to. 


a3 
- 


: | 


enquire. after Truth, that they might 
underſtand, at leaſt, the Principles of 
their Religion, They would' be ſen- 
{ible of their Ignorance, and come: to 
their Miniſter, or converſe with other 
Commuaicants, concerning the things 
of God and of Religion. The Sacra- 
ment would be a Means, by which 
they would grow in Grace and Know: 
ledge. But whilſt they are only con- 
cerned to come ſometimes to the-houle 
of God, and think that it is enough 
that they have been there, tho" they 
neither know nor practice more than 
they did before; and neglect that ſo- 
lema Iaſtitution, which would make 
them more deeply concerned in: the 
things of Religion : They remain 
moſt groſly Ignorant. I do not think 
that any Man wall ſay, That frequent 
Communicants are as 1gnorant as thoſe 
are, that never come to the Sacra- 


ment. 


_ ently proved my Aſtertion, v/z. That 


there 


By this time I hope I have ſaffici- 
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there is generally more danger in Un- 
worthy Neglecting, than there is in 


Unworthy Receiving; and therefore 
the Sinner is not fecure, (unleſs it be 


q in his Sin ) who turns his back upon 


this Ordinance, from a ſuppoſition that 
he avoids danger, or that of two E- 
vils he doth chooſe the leaſt: Yer [ 
ant not willing to pals to another head 
of Diſcourſe, till 1 have earneſtly in- 
treated all Perſons, that they would 
not make an ill Uſe of whir I have 
{aid. As the Apoſtle never: intended, 
by telling the Corinthians te, danger 
of Unworthy Receiving , ;har any 
ſhould abſent from the Satrament : 


8 So, far be it from me to defign, by 


ſhewing the danger of Unworthy*Neg- 
leQing, that any ſhould come unwor- 
thily to Receive it. There 1s no need, 
nor any Reaſon, for ſuch an ill Infe- 


| rence to be made from it. Belides, T 


have only aſſerted that it is Generally 
more dangerous. I do not fay that it 
is {o in every Particular Caſe. It may 
be there are ſome who come to the 
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Sacrament on purpole to carry Gn 
wicked Deſigns, that they may be ac- 
counted, not only Upright towards 
Men, but likewiſe Religious towards 
God. *Tis poſſible, there may be ſome} 
who come to the Sacrament, that they 
may covertly carry on Treaſonable and 
Rebellious Deſigns ; but I am loath to 
ſuppoſe that there are any ſuch who 
are no Friends to Popery. If there be, 
it had been well for thoſe Jaaas's that 
they had never been born, and it would 
be well for the World too, if a Mz 
ſtone were hanged about their Necks, and 
they were cait into the Sea, Or it may}j: 
be there are fome who come to the 
Sacrament, that they might be thonght 
fit to be intruſted with the Concerns 
of Others, and in the mean while in- 
tend to cheat them. No Man can 
think, but it had been bEtter for ſuch 
Men, it they had never come to the 
Holy Ordinance. Whether their De- 
figns be againſt publick or private Per- 
ſons, ( tho' the firſt is the moſt dread: 
ful Caſe) it was not Chriſt and his 
| Com-| 
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Commanids, but the Devil aad his In- 
ſtigations that brought them to the Sa- 
crament, and from him they muſt ex- 


E pect their Reward in the place of Tor- 
q ments. 


There 1s (beſides open Debaucheries) 
another particular caſe, which renders 
the condition of Men fo bad, and is in 
ſome, the occaſion of ſo great a ſcandal 
to Religion; and tothe Holy Ordinance, 
that I will not ſay bur'it had been better 
if thoſe thar are Communicants, had 
never been ſo; And that is, That Men 
ſhould receive the Sacrament, only for 
the ſake of their Employments, and 
that they may keep places of Truſt, 
which are profitable and beneficial to 
them. Chriſtians are to receive the 
Sacrament, becaule it isan Ordinance ' 
which Chriſt commanded ; but theſe 
receive.it not upon any fuch Account. 
So Ing as it was only the command 
of Chriſt, they regarded it not; but 
when \t became the command of the 
King, they made haſt to it. | 

Chriſtians-are to receive the Sacra- 
F 3 ment 
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ment for the good of their immortal 
Souls, that having begun a Religious 
Life, they may grow 1n Grace, and be 
more and more contirm'd and ftrength- 
ned in the ways of Religion and God 
lineſs. Bur this is none of their Buſi- 
nels: Theſe Men come to the Sacra 
men, about a Buſineſs in which their 
Sculs are nothing concerned. ( And 
well it were for them, if their Souls 
could be nothing concerned in it.) He 
that will be a Worthy Communicant, 
muſt examine himſelf, whether he can 
be content to. forſake the World, and 
all the Enjoyments in it for the ſake 
of Religion. He is a Worthy Com 
municant indecd, who is fatisfied, tha 
the Love he hath for his Saviour, is 
ſuch, that he had rather quit the World, 
and all the Enjoyments of it, than live 
without this Ordinance. But this Man, 
upon Examination of himſelf, finds, 
that inſtead of being willing to for- 
{ke the World, for the Love he hath 
to the Sacrament, he could be very well 
content to forlake the Sacrament, if it 

| were 
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were not for the regard hic he; hath 
to the World. 

If, when Men are under a Neceſſi- -1 
ty of receiving the Sacrament, that A 
they may continue in Places: of Profit 
as well as Truſt, they take this oppor- 
runity to Examine their owns Minds, 
. } Whether they are inthe number of 
anal} £bole that fear God, and lincerely mind 
| the things of Religion, and find that 
Hell ehey might have been Worthy Re- 
ceivers, and that it hath been: cheir 
Ereat Fault, that they lived 1in the 
Neglect of the Sacrament, which hath 
ke Þcen the caſe of many. Or if upon 
Examination, they find, that they are 
impenicent Sinners, that have allow- 
ed themſelves in Sins, either of Com- * 
14 miflioa or Omiſſion, and do reſolve, 

| that for the time to come, Si h/] 
not have Dominion over them, but they 
will every day Pray to Ged 1n their 
Cloſets, which our Saviour. r2quires e- 
very one of his Diſciples to do; and 
that they will attend the Prayers of 
"_ the Church with Devotion, and the 
F-2 Reading 
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Reading and Preaching of the Wordfſ 
with honeſt Hearts. If they are tru 
. ly penitent for their former ſins, and 
"Tefolve to avoid the Occaſions of Evil 
for the time to come: If, in order tc 
theſe things they go to their own' Mi, 
niſter, or to ſome other, whont they 
may think more fit to give them Ad- 
vice ( which the Church allows, be- 
cauſe it 15 a very tender caſe) ; And 
if they reſolve that they will be fre» 
quent Communicants for the time toſſ« 
come, They may then bleſs God for 
that happy occaſion of bringing them 
to the Sacrament. But if Men are} 
Communicants, only for the ſake: of 
- worldly Profits, I will not ſay, bur it 
had been a leſs evil to have lived in 
the Neglect of it; it being a great Af- 
front to our Bleſſed Saviour, to come 
to his Supper only for the ſake of this 
World; a great Contempt gf the Or- 
dinance, and of very ill conſequence 
to' others, who wHl by ſuch Examples 
be brought to a very low Eſteem of 
the holy Ordinance. 3:51, 44 


But 
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Bur may 1t not be Objefted, That \ 
: 15 therefore a very grievous thing, 
andhat the Sacrament ſhould be impoſed? ? 
EVIIE; it not that which tends to the Diſ- 
\ YÞÞonour of Religion, and the Prejudice 
bf Mets Souls ? 


1/. 1 know this is Objetted, and 
. Nees is a fearful ſtir abour it, amongſt 
en of diſcontented ſpirits, who cry, 
fre- ' What have Governours to do to de- 
FO * prive me- of the Liberty of Receiv- 
for *1ng #hen, and then only, when I 
vn find my ſelf moſt fit for it? Why 
arcg** ſhould it be required, that All ſhould 
OL come to the Sacrament, when it ts 
IU B*not to be imagin'd, but moſt are un- . 
nE« fit for it? Can it be ſuppoſed, that 
\-B «+ All.Men have true Grace in them? 
ne B* Do All belang to the Election of 
US i © Grace? Theſe and ſuch like Que- 
T- | tions we 'meet withal. But I do ear- 
=c | neſtly defire the Reader, to conſider 
S © in the firſt place, who they are that 
f Ef -are thus offended. I have known none, 
KY of very few, but thole who receive 
£ F 4 - Not 
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not at all, who make this Cavil. And 
the Truth is, there is more Reaſon, 
why we ſhould pity and pray to God 
for them, than that we ſhould other- 
wiſe regard what they ſay. They 
have two very pernicious Deligns 1n 
it ; one is to indulge their Luſts, which 
make them afraid to receive the Sacra- 
ment, any where ; the other is, to do 
Milchief to the Church ; for they do 
thereby endeavour to exaſperate ethers 
againſt a lawful Command, that they 
might ſeparate from her Communion. 
That the King way command his 
Subjects to receive the Sacrament, is 
ſo reaſonable, that I wonder any ſhould 
offer to Obje&t againſt it : I ſhould 
think him very Arrogant, who ſhould 
fay, that alchough Chrift faid, Th4s Do, 
yet Chriſtian Kjngs and Princes are 
not at all concern'd to ſee it done : 
That although Kings under the Old 
Teſtament- Dilpenſation, were favou- 
red or rejected of God, accordi:g to 
their care, that the People ſhould ob- 
ſerve the Ordinances of God, or their 
Neg- 
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Negle& in that great concern ; yet un- 
der the New Teſtament-Diſpenfation, 
Kings are not to be concern'd, whe- 
ther the Ordinances of Chriſt be ob- 
ſerved, but are to leave every one to 
their Liberty. I could almoſt-as well 
ſay, that Conſtantine was to blame for 
ſettling Chritizanity in his Dominions 
by a Law, as that Chriſtian Kings in 
ſucceeding Ages are to blame for tak- 
ing care, that the Ordinances of that 
Religion ſhould be duly obſerved. If 
any fay-. that the King muſt then com- 
mand the receiving it after the man- 
ner thar our Saviour preſcribed'; I An- 
ſwer, That that ObjeCtion will onely 
{ſerve to rhrow the Ordinance out of 
the World ; for neither Chriſt nor his 
Apoſtles preſcribed any way. But more 
of this under another Head. 

As to what is ſaid concerning the 
Qualification of Perſons, That all have 
not the Grace of God, all are not of 
the Number of the Ele&; &c. I ſhall 
give no other Anſwer but this: When 
there comes a Man to me and'tells we, 
that 
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" that he is required to receive the Sa- 


crament, and in order to it, he hath 
ftriven ageinſt his Luſts with his_ut- 
moſt diligence: He hath 1mplored the 
Grace and Holy Spirit of God with 
the greateſt earneſineſs, and yet he 1s 
forced to continue under the power of 
his fin, and muſt Fat and Drink his 
own Damanation : TIT will then con- 
clude, that the ObjeCQtion 1s of great 
force; but till then, I wiſh that all 
Perſons would take care of paſſing ſuch 
a Confſtruftion of Obſcure Places of 
Scripture, as ſhall make them contra- 
dict the plaineft Expreſſions of ir, and 
the Experience of every Man thar 
comes into the World. 

This ObjeQion being Anſwered, 
( for the ſake of which I have made 
an unwonted Digreſſion) let me delire. 
every one, who. 1s required to receive 
the Sacrament, as a Teſt ro prove that 


' he fears God, and 1s fit to be entruſt- 


ed, take heed that what T have faid 
concerning the great Danger of Un-. 
worthy Negle&ing, do nor encourage 
him 


Non-Communicant. 79 
him to go to the Sacrament without 
due Examination and Preparation for 
it. I would be very loath to be the 
occaſion of his Death-bed Anguiſh of 
Mind, when his departing foul ſhall 
be full of Horrour, to think thar he 
is going hence, and muſt appear be- 
fore the Judgment ſeat of Him whom 
he regarded not, but for the ſake of 
this preſent World. 

[t muſt likewiſe be conſidered, that 
I have been ſpeaking of thoſe who live 
in the Negle& of the Sacrament, and 
- Not of thoſe who ſeldom Communi- 
cate. I know it is the great fault of 
Chriſtians in this Age, that they do 
not Communicate ſo often, as the Re- 
verence which is due to the Ordinance, 
and the Neceſſity of their ſouls, do re- 
quire. But their Fault is not to be com- 
pared to the fault of thoſe who live 
in the continued NegleCt of it. I have 
no delign to extenuate the danger of 
Unworthy Receiving in any : For ak 
though I have, I hope, made it appear, 
that the danger of Unworthy Refuſing 
the. 
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the Sacrament is the greateſt ; Yer 
when I conſider whar a fearful "thing 
it is for ſinners, who do not fear God, 

and favour the things of Religion, to 
come as the true Diſciples of Chriſt, 
to this Ordinance ; I ſcarce know how 
to fay that their danger 1s leſs. Let 
not therefore an ill uſe be made of 
what I have faid, but let every one 
conclude, having often heard the dan- 
ger of Unworthy Receiving, and now 
read the danger of Unworthy NegleCt- 
ing; That the Sacrament is a great 
and ſolemn Ordinance, which lies in 
the ſinners way , to ſtop him in his 
brozd way that leadeth to aeftruition, 
and is a 'great Argument to him to 
enter into the Path of Life. For it is 
on one hand a dreadtul thing, that 
the Children and Servants of the De- 
vil, who yield Obediencc to him, ſhould 
come to the Lord's Supper, amongſt 
thoſe that are the Children and Ser- 
vants of God, as if they could come 
undiſcovered to the All-ſecing God : 


That thole whom Chriſt calls his Ents 
mes, 
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mes, becauſe they wil! not ſuffer hins to 
rule over them, thould-come as if they 
were his Friends and SubjeQs; And 
on the other hand, for Men to turn 
their backs upon this Ordinance tor 
the fake of their ſins, and thereby to 
throw away the great Inftiturion of 
him from whom they declare that they 
expett ſalvation ; This admits of great- 
cr aggravations. Let every one there- 
fore reſolve, that he will avoid 'bo:b 
theſe Rocks, by betaking himſelf to the 
ſincere practice of Religion, and by 
frequenting this Holy Ordinance, by 
which he will enjoy great pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction to his Mind in this world, 
and. obrain good aſſurance of everlaſt- 
ing glory and happineſs in the World 
to' come. | 


I V. The Non-Communicant is Un- 
worthy in. that he doth nor only caſt 
Contempt upon' the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, but upon the Sacrament 


_ of Baptiſm likewiſe,” and ſo both rhe 


poſitive Inſtitutions of our Saviour are 
inſig- 
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inſignificant and of no account to him: 
The two Sacraments have a ſpecial 
relation to each other. The Lords Sup- 
per is a high priviledge which Chri- 
ſtians have valued above their lives. It 
is the Souls . Feaſt of Fat Things, It 1s 
that Spiritual Banquet with which our 
Saviour entertains thoſe who are dea- 
Ter, than his Life was to, Him. Bap- 
tiſm-is the Ordinance which opens the 
door and lets us in to. the Banquetting- 
houſe : None but thoſe: who are Bap- 
ized are to be admitted to the Lords 
Supper. If then the Non-Communi- 
cant regards not the Lords Supper, he 
doth not regard but flights his Bap- 
tiſm, at leaſt, ſo far as it hath relation 
to it. He that flights the Feaſt, muſt 
needs {light chat which gives Admiſ- 
ſion to it. The Sacrament of the Lords 
SuUPPeT is a renewing of that Cove- 
nant which we made with God in our 
Baptiſm; and is not only a renewed En- 
gagement* on our parts, to Belzeve 27: 
God, and to Serve him, but on Gods 
part likewiſe by which he Seals to = 
rag 
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the forgiveneſs of our Sins, that we 
are his Children and Heirs of Eternal 
Life, If we care not for renewing this - 
Covenant, it 15 a ſign that we value 
not the firſt Agreement thar we made 
with God in our Baptiſm. Beſides, the 
Sacrament of the Lords: Supper is a 
oreat means for our obtaining Grace 
to enable us to keep the Covenant of 
our Baptiſm. If we come not to it, *tis 
a ſign that we have no. mind to per- 
form what we promiſed, which of 
our ſelves we are not able to perform. 

Were it not a little beſides my pre- 
ſent purpole, I could eaſily ſhew, thar 
thoſe who are Non-Communicants, if 
they had not been Baptized in their 
Infancies, would never have received 
that Ordinance. No- adult perſon can 
be admitted into the Church of Chriſt 
by that Ordinance, who doth not own 
the Faith, and folemnly engage to live 
as becomes the Goſpel. And. thoſe 
that perform this which Baptiſm ea- 
gages men to, are Worthy Communi- 


If 


Calnts. 


- oy bY Oe! Us oe ey . wy - I 
E xz , 4 £ x 
: Y : 
» BA. , 
F 
0 _ . 
7589 
; 
* 


If we ask the Non - Communicant 
how he came to be called a Chriſtian, 
he mult ſay, * My Father made me ſo 
©when | knew nor what was done, and 


© never intend to perform. 

{ would argue thus with the Non- 

Communicant- Either you own your 

—"Bapriſm or you do not: If you do not, 
why do you not declare it ? Why do 
you call your ſelf a Chriſtian, and pro- 
teſsthat you expect Salvation from him, 
who appointed that Ordinance to all 
that expe to enter into the Kingdom 
of God? If you do own your Baptiſm, 
why do you not take care to perform 
that reaſonable and neceſſary Engage- 
ment which you made 1n it, by go- 
ing to the Sacrament of the Lords Sup- 
per for ſtrength and power to perform 
it? 

But I had rather make another di- 
creffion, which I hope the Reader will 
excuſe, conſidering that it -may tend 
to the ſatisfaction of many who are in 

doubt concerning Baptiſm, as it is now 
geEne- 


© he or others promiſed that which L[_ 
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generally uſed in the Church of Chriſt, 
As there are # great many whoſe prac- 


tices ſhew, that they make no great 
account of their Baptiſm, fſo' there are 


Ja great many whole principles are ut- 


terly againſt it, and eſpecially againſt 
Infant-Baptiſm. And in regard that the 
practice of the Church depends more 
upon Grounds and Reaſons from Scrip- 
ture, than from any Expreſs Inſtances 
in it; and there are ſome places which 
ſeem, to ſome, rather to ſpeak againſt 
it than for it, and to diſallow of it ra- 
ther than to commend the praCtice of 
it ; I ſhall for the fatisfaQtion'of thoſe 
who encline to the Anabaptiſts, and 
ate willing tKbe ſatisfied (ſuch as have 
not taken up an Opinion, and are re- 
ſolved to ſtick to it what ever any ſay 
againſt it ; which is the great Cauſe of 
4ll Errours ) lay down theſe following 
Aſſertions, which I deſire all ſuch per- 
ſons ſoberly, and with - humble and 
modeſt, and+ not with haughty and 
ſtubborn minds, to conſider : 

1. Children were members of the - 

po | G "Jewiſh 


ws 
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Jewiſh Church as well as Adult per- 
{ons, and there was an Ordinance ap- 
-pointed ſor them which was their great 
Priviledge: And it is not to be imag1- 
ned that our Saviour, who Zook /ittle 
Children up in his Arms and Bleſſed them, 
ſhould allow no Ordinance tor them 
| by which they ſhould-be admitted into 
His Church, | 
 Whereſoever God entred into Cove- 
nant with the Parent,he entred into Co- 
venant likewiſe with the Children of 
that Parent, that is, the Children were 
included in the Covenant, and the Blef- 
fing of that Covenant belonged to the 
Children as well as to the Parent. 

2. Our Saviour took this Ordinance 
of Baptiſm from the. Cuſtom of 'the 
Jews,- who were wont to Baptize thoſe 
who forfook Heatheniſm and embraced 
the true Religion :* And whenſoever 
they made Proſelites, they did not only 
Baptize the Parent, but the Child like- 
wiſe, upon engagement that the Child 
ſhould be brought up in the ſame Re- 
haion: So that it was not DeCelAdY's 

that 
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that our Saviour ſhould give an Inſtance 
of that which every one to whom he 


came knew was praCtiſed. But it was 
neceſſary that he ſhould have declared 


his Exceptions againſt Infants Baptiſm 


if he intended their excluſion. 

To what purpoſe ſhould our Saviour 
dectare, that Infants ſhould have the 
Seal of a Covenant, when *twas never 
otherwiſe ? Or, how can we imagine, 
that our Saviour ſent to Baptize Nati- 
ons in which Infants had been com- 
monly Baptized before, and yet inten- 
ded that they ſhould be excluded ? If 
indecd ' our Saviour had declared that. 
Infants ſhould not be Baptized : Or if 
we had read of the Apoſtles refuſal of 
them: Or if there had been no Infants 
Baptized before, nor any Ordinance 
for Infants; the Anabaptiſts opinion 
had been built upon a good Foundatt- 
on *, but otherwiſe it is very weak. - 

3. As a Conſequent of this, Infants 


* 34. Dr. Patricks Aqua Gendtalis: 4nd Dr. Lights 
Foots 2d. Vol. p. 118. | | 
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were all along Baptized in the Primt 
tive Church, by the Holy Martyrs that 
ſuffer'd for Chriſtianity, of which-thoſe 
who writ againſt the Anabaptiſts have 
given undeniable Proof, And we are þ 
{ure, that if our Saviour had intended 
their Excluſion, they would never have 
done-it. And it is not to be imagin'd, 
that Anabaptiſts know better what was 
the Mind of Chriſt, than thoſe Chri- 
ftians did. If thoſe who are now of 
that Perſwafion, had lived in thoſe 
days, and had conſider'd from whence 
our Saviour took that Ordinance, with 
the Grounds and Reaſons of it, they 
could not have been of that Opinion, 
which they have now eſpouſed ; be- 
cauſe then the Original of it was freſh 
in the World, and the Uſe and Prac- 
tice of it was continued by the moſt 
Holy Men in the World. It is not' 
only great Haughtineſs of Mind, by 
which Men think themſelves Wiſer 
than the moſt Holy and Learned Men 
in all Ages of the World, but Ignorance 
thro' length of Time, that makes an' 
Anabaptiff, _ 4. In- 
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4- Infants are Believers in a ſence, 
mi: | or elſe they could nor be ſaved, nor 
hat | have any Right to the Promiſes of 
ofſe | Chriſt in the Goſpel. And if they 
ve || are in any ſence ſuch Believers as are 
are | entituled to Salvation, they are ſuch 
Jed | Belicvers as have a Right to Baptiſin. 
ve | If the Eſtate belongs to a Child in the 
9, | Cradle, -the Indentures and Seals of 
vas 8 that Eſtate belong to him likewiſe : 
ri- 8 The Child of a Believer, may as well 
of | be called a Believer, as the Child of 
ofe | # Proſelite was called a Proſelite. If 
ice | God gives Children but the Denomi- 
ich zation of Believers, it is ſufficient to 
ey | entitle them to Baptiſm. 

5. Thoſe that conſider the Caſe of 
e- BE the Arabapriſts, muſt needs be of ano- 
ſh | ther Opinion. This in Conjunction 
1c- | with the former Arguments, muſt 
oft | needs be of great force to thoſe: that 
or are ſerious and conſiderate, and not 
by || - conceited and reſolute in a caſe which. 
er # they have eſpouſed. | 

en As the Condition of the Jews 1s a 
ce | living Argument of the Trath of Chri- 
an Oh G 3 {tianity, 
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ſtianity, and the badnels of their caſe: | 
So/I may ſay, that the Condition of | 
the Azabaptiſts and their Unſucceſsful- 
nef$ in all their Attempts tg eſtabliſh 
their Opinions, doth ſhew, that God 
doth not, nor ever did ſhew any ſuch | 
Favour to them, as might give any 
ſober Perſon cauſe to think. that they 
were Gods Church and People, how- | 
ever they plead His Word to be their |} 
Rulez but that Infant-Baptiſm is an 
Ordinance which God allows of, and 
hath countenanced ever ſince there was 
any Oppoſition made to it. 
- There is a Writer yet alive, who 
gives a large and firange Account of 
the miſchievous Prattices. of the 474. 
bapti#s in Germany, and other Places, 
what Diſturbers and not Promoters of 
Religion they have been, whereſoever 
- they have come. But I wave all that 
can be ſaid againſt them, either in this 
Nation or beyond the Seas, and will 
only ſay, That if I had the higheſt 
©. Opinion of them for their Morals, that 
= TI have for any ſort in the World, -yer 
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= © could never -believe, Thar all the 
61. | rimitive Chriſtians, who owned and 
iſh practiſed Infant-Baptiſm, and the Mar- . 


yrs-in all Ages, were not Members 
ch J'ightly admitted into the Church of 
ay Chriſt ; That not only the Papiſts, but 
ey all the Reformed Churches in the 
' E World, are miſtaken in this Point ; 
Jand that the Anabaprifts are the only 
True and Rightful Members of Chriſts 
1d || Pody. He muſt be very weak and 
notoriouſly partial, who conſiders theſe 
Things, and doth not Conclude, thar 
they are a Sect that ſeparate from the 
of || True Church which God hath owned 
in all Ages, and not the True Viſible 
 Ehurch of Chriſt. This I thought fic 
£ | to mention in Con junction with other 
Arguments, by which many wavering 
. minds - have been . eſtabliſhed in the 
x Truth ; and God grant there may be 
the like ſucceſs to thoſe in the like 
caſe, who ſhall read them. 
V. Thoſe Excuſes which Men ge- 
nerally make for 'their not Receiying, 
are {0 far from Juſlifying their Neg- 
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le, that they do not ſo much as ex- 


. tenuate it: Nay, they exceedingly 
aggravate the Guilt of the Non-Com- 
municant. The Truth is, no Excuſes 
muſt be made in ſuch a weighty mat- 
ter as the Sacrament 1s. There may 
be Interruptions, but there muſt be no 
Excuſes. An Interruption is when a 
Man really intends to receive the Sa-f 
crament, bur ſomewhat happens by 
which he is prevented, and it 1s a great 
Trouble to his Mind that he is ſo. It 
1s with Chriſtians in this Caſe, as it 
was with thoſe 1ſraelites which we read 
of Numb. 9,6, 7. who being hindred f 
from eating the Paſſover by the legal 
defilement of a Dead Corps, were ex- 
treamly troubled, and came to M»/e5, 
| to know what they ſhould: do. There 
were certain Men who were defiled by the 
dead Body of a Man, that they could 
ot keep the Paſſover on that day: and 
#hey came before Moſes and before Aaron 
oz that day; And thoſe Men ſaid unto 
him, we are defiled by the dead body of 
a Man: wherefore are we kept back that 
we 
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.we may not offer an offering of the Lord 
in his appointed Seaſon, among the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael. Obſerve how far thoſe 

Men were from making Excwley for 

neglefting God's Ordinance, in that 


. they were extreamly troubled at an in- 


terruption which probably they could 
not help; for he that was 1n a Tent, 
in which a Man dyed, or came into 


' it, was unclean, Chap. 19. 14. and con- 


tinued ſo Sever days. This being-of 
great Moment, Moſes ſaid unto them, 


- ſkand ſtill and I will hear what the Lord. 
And we ' 


wall command concerning you. 
read that God in that Caſe appointed 
that they ſhould keep the Paſſover the 
next Mozth. God allowed of the In- 
terruption for that. time, but there 
muſt be no Excuſe. W : read Nu. 9. 
12. that the man whe/was not thus 
hindred, if he did not Keep the Paſſo- 
ver at the time appoitgted, 7he ſame 
ſoul ſhall be cut off from hz people, becauſe 
he brought not the Offering of the Lord 


in his appointed Seaſon. A place of Scrip- . 


ture very fit for Non-Communicants to 
| | con- 


+ < y 


* 
S 
;8 


re ts: s 
” we 
3 
: £ 
_ $ 


#8 - a 


- 


04 The Unwozthy 
conſider, who if they have no Impedi- 
ments will make Excuſes inſtead of . 
them, and will pretend ſomewhat to . 
be the cauſe of their Negle& which is 
not really ſo; but the little regard 
which they have for the Ordinances of 
their Religion is the cauſe of their neg- 
le&. I ſhall firſt conſider what the ge- 
neral Excuſes are} and then conſider 
ſome more ſpecial Caſes. » 

L Some pretend that the Solemnity 
of the Ordinance is the cauſe of their 
Negled : It is a very great Ordinance, 
and they durit not adventure to make 
their approach to it. I know that there 
are {ome very good Chriſtians to whom 
this isnot'an excuſe, but is a real Cauſe 
of their abſenting from the. Sacrament. 
Tbey think that it is too great an Ad- 
' venture for ſuch as they are, to come 
ro their Lords Supper, although they 
are ſuch as ſincerely love him, and en- 
deavour to keep his Commandments. 
What-I have already ſaid, may give 
ſarisfaQtion in this Caſe, viz. That an 
 humbleſenſe of Unworthineſs is a good 

SY qua- 
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qualification for a Communicant; and 
that as the Sacrament' is a great and 
ſolemn Ordinance, {o it is a very preat 
Duty to partake of it ; and therefore 
Chriſtians muſt take care that they do 
not complement our Saviour, but that 
they examine themfelves, and reverent- 
ly obſerve his inſtitution. Great men. 
do ſometimes allow of Sach excuſes 


when they make invitations, bur the - 


Great God commands when he invites, 
and there can be no Neglect bur it is a 
oreat ſin, as I have already ſhewed. 
But my chief deſign is to ſpeak of 
thoſe who make this .a p.:tence for 
their Non-Communicating;” They ſay 
the Sacrament is a ſfolema Ordinance, 
and therefore they dare _ to It. 
But I would have them t& conſider, - 
whither they go when they turn away 
from it. If it be to a continuance in a 
ſinful courſe of Life, their condition is 


| unſpeakably miſerable. Whatan affront 


is this to the great God and © ir Bleſſed 
Saviour? I may. ſay to thenx. as rhe A- 


poſtle to the Galarians, Be gt deceived 


Tg God 
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God is not mocked, The beſt that can be 
ſaid, is; That you do very reverently 
mock Chriſt and his Ordinance : You 
areafraid to come to ſuch a ſolema Or- 
dinance, and you are not fit for it, and 
therefore you had rather chooſe 10 
live in the breach of his Command- 
ment, which you find your ſelves more 
fit for : This 15 Haz! MaFﬀer : This is tg 
Crucifie Chriſt from a Reverent reſpect 
to him. And as he 1s guilty of great 
Contempt of God under a pretence of 
Reverence to him, ſo he is guilty of 
moſt prodigious Folly. O fooliſh Non- 
Communicants who have bewitched you, 
that you ſhould think to avoid danger 
by negleCting a great and ſolemn Duty ; 
that you {houid rura from the Sacra- - 
ment to the commiſſion of ſin to avozd 
Damnation! The Scripture faith, He 
that committeth ſin is of the Devil. The 
Non - Communicant abſents from the 
Ordinance of Chriſt, and goes to the , 
ſervice of the Devil to avoid Damna- 
tion |! | 
All men ſhould conſider , that the 

| {olem- 


folemnity of the Ordinance"is as welt - 


. a great reaſon why men ſhould par- 


take, as it is why they ſhould prepare; 
becauſe it is an Argument that God ex- 
pects the Obſervance of it, a" d that his 
heart is the more ſet upon: it. When 
ſervants are negligent of tfeir Duty, 
they hope to come off beſt By negle&t- 
ing that which they think to'be of leaſt 
momerit. No man ever ſaid, I omitted 
my Duty, and I hope to be excuſed be- 
cauſe it was a great Command, and I 
was required to take great care in the 


f Obſervance of it. Ler nor any therefore 
- think, that the ſolemnity of the Ordi- 


nance will be their excuſe for not ob- 
ſerving it, but their great Condemna- 
£10N, . | 
II. A ſecond pretence, which 1s a 
conſequent of the former; is, That 
Men are not prepared for it; /and there- 
fore they had better let it alone. I ear- 
neſtly deſire ſuch perſons to conſider 
that, | | 

I. This can be no Plea, becauſe they 


may be prepared if they pleaſe. 1 


know 
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know that there are a great many who 
would charge the fin of Non-Com- 
municating upon Almighty God, pre-» 
tending that he muſt prepare them for 
it ; orelfe they cannot receive worthi- 
ly. But let me tell the ſinner, that his 
Contempt of God which brings deitru- 
ion to him, is of himſelf. Though no 
man can be prepared without the grace 
of God and the aſſiſtance of his holy Spi- 
Tit, yet this is not the Cauſe of his be- 
ing unprepared, for God hath promi- 
ſed his Holy Spirit to them that ask it, 
And the Experience of every ſinner, 
who 1s not ſtrangely hardned in his 
1mpiety, tells him that in this he doth 
exceedingly provoke ' God ; becauſe 
he knows that God is ſo farr from be-' 
ing wanting to him, that he doth ſe- 
cretly ſollicit him to prepare, that he 
may wotthily partake, and he will not. * 
That ſinner is in a very evil condition, 
who charges God of requiring that of 
 him--which he can by no means per- 
form. - | | 
2. Your not being Prepared 1s of it 
Ay | ſelf 
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— y felfa fin, and therefore it muſt\nor be 
O pleaded for a negle&t of your Duty. 
i- | _ This is to excuſe one fin with another. 
o Tt is as well a Duty to prepare as to par- 
Ir take, and the Neglect of it is a fin 
i- | which God doth as furely puniſh, Luke 


1s I2. 47. That - Servant that knew his 
7 Lords will, and prepared not himſelf, nei- 
O ther did according to his will, ſhall be bea- 
C tex with many Stripes, The man in the 
- Goſpel that came to the Feaſt mirh- 
. out the wedding Garment was  Speect leſs, 


- | No mag .niuſt plead Unpreparedn is 


p . "+ 
; » 


. -becauſe-he may be prepared, andy is * 
, hisſin if he be not. _ =_ 

S +*.3. This is is a meer Deluſion of the 

k Devil, by which he would keep men 

; ſecure in their ſins. This is not an 


Unpreparedneſs which brings grief and 
| trouble tothe mind, as it ought to do ; 
but it is a contented Unpreparednels, 
| * The People love to have it ſo. He that 
ſearcheth the heart knows that the Lan- 
| guage there, is, I have no mind to be —» 

prepared ; and that renders the condi- =_ 
tion of the Non- Communicant: to be © *3 
very dreadful. 4. This 


> is his Duty foto do, and his Sin if he 


bel. bm 
bs 
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' 4. This Pretence is endleis. Art 
thou Unprepared, when will it be o- 
therwiſe ? The longer that any one 
NegleQs the Sacrament, the more Un- 
prepared he is for it, There are many, 
who when they were young pleaded 
they were not prepared, are prepared 
now ! but it isto ſcoft at Religion, and 
tocontemn all that is Holy. And thoſe 
that are not openly Prophane are more 
unprepared than they were, by an en- 
creaſe*of the Love of the World, and 
the fixing of Evil Habits. The Sacra- 
Ment is an Ordinance which comes to 
pluck up Sin at the Roots, and if that 
be kept off, Sin muſt needs grow apace. 
He that being deſired to receive the Sa- 
crament pleads that he is Unprepared, 
may as well ſay that he never intends 
to receive, for he is more Unprepared 
now than he was formerly, and is like 
tobe more Unprepareg afterwards than 

- he 1s now. wg 

But it may be ſome will plead, That 


” though every one may prepare, and it 


Fe 


do 
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do nort-; yet the caſe: of many is ſuch 
that they cannot find Time to prepare : 
There had need be ſome Gdayes ſet a 
part on . purpoſe for Preparation ': 
What ſhall Servants do that work all 
the week from Morning till Night, and 


have ſcarcely time enough for the ne- 


ceſlary ſupports of Nature, that. are 
forced to riſe early and goto Bed Late ?. 
And what ſhall thoſe do that have no- 
thing but from hand ro mouth?. muſt 
they, by preparing ſuffer their Fami- 
lies ro want? To rhis I muſt anſwer ; 
that every man hath or may have 
Time enough to, prepare without an 
prejudice to his Worldly affairs; thoug 
the Servant. doth not ſteal time from 
his Maſter, nor the poor man from the 
neceſſities of his Family, if we conſi- 
der : | 


x. That which beſpeaksaman to be 


a Worthy * Communicant, is not fo 
much his particular Ads of Piety and 


Devotion, as ' the general Habit and 
Beat of his Mind. The great Queſti- 
on is, whether a an.rly fears God, 


©. 
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and whether he be Spiritually minded- 
He that lives in known fins without 
Repentance and Amendment of Life, 
and intends to continue ſo, cannot be 
prepared for the Sacrament, though he 
ſpends never fo much time in Religi- 
ous Duties ; becauſe he himſelf is not 
Religious. If any ſuch man ſhould 
for many Days and Weeks abſtain 
from Sinful As which he hath been 
Guilty of, and if he ſhould ſpend as 
 much'time in Religious Services both 
publick and private as preparatory to 
the Sacrament, without Reſolution to 
amend, it would' not render him a 
Worthy Commitittcant. This were 
but for a Child of che Devit to dreſs 
himſelf in the counterfeit abit of Gods 
Children, and: then'to return to' his Fa- 
ther again. This is a moſt certain 
Truth ; He that is Religious and Fears 
God in the General courſe of his Life, 
is more fit to receive the Sacrament 
Without any ſpecial Preparation for it, 
thanthe other cah' be; how moch time 


lover he ſers apart in Order to his Re- 
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ceiving. His coming to the Sacrament 
would not be like the Diſciples of our 
Lord whio had left all to follow him; 
and did by this Ordinance engage them- 
ſelves to live and dye in the Faith, and 
in Obedience to his Commandments; 
but like the Wliore which Solomon 
ſpeaks of, who ſaid, 7 have paid my 
Vows, therefore came 1 forth to meet thee, 
&ec. Ptov. 7. 14; 15. Someare fo dif- 
folute as to think, that having Receiv- 
ed the Sacrament, and ſpent ſome time 
to put therſtlyes into a good mood in 
Order to it, they ſhall ealily obtain a, 
Pardon for the- time to come, having 
made even with God for the time paſt. 
But as the Whore was a. Whore ftill. 
for all her Vows; ſo this Wicked man 
remains a Wicked man till, notwith- 
ſtanding his Preparation and Commus- 
nicatirig, Aud his Sacrifice was an Abo- 
7nation to the Lord, It is not,enoughr 
for 4 man to fay, I muſt not ſin this 
week, but avoid Temptations, becauſe 
 ititend to Receive the Sacrament,; but 
I riuſt change the habit - Mind, 1 muft 
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become a New Creature, I muſt re- 
ſolve, that becauſe 7 have done Tniquity, 
{will do zo more, of elſe all the Prepa- 
Tation that can be made may ſignify 
nothing. There is a great difference in 
the Delign of theſe Communicants. 
He thar 1s Religious in the General 
courſe of his Life, comes to the Sacra- 
ment that he may be kept from fin for 
the time tocome, He that is only Re + 
tigious in Order to his Receiving, comes 
to it that he may fin again with leſs re- 
gret of mind than he did before. . The 
Firſt is one who deſires that Chriſt may 
dwell in his heart, and bear rule in him : 
The Other is one of thoſe who now and 
then gives God an un-wellcome Viſit, 
and then returns to dwell with his ſins 
again. He muſt needs be an Unwor- 
thy Communicant, that comes to the 
- Sacrament that he may with the grea- 
ter freedom ſerve his fin after it. Tis 
not any particular: Preparation, how 
much time ſoever any one hath for it, 
tharbeſpeaks a man to be a Worthy 
Eommunicant, if he be not heartily re- 
F folv'd 
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ſolv'd to become a, good man. 

2. There 16 no Time prefixed forpre- 
paration, but men are left ro the grace 
of the Golpel and of the New-Cove- 
nant. We read 1in the Old Teſtament 
of a ſpecial Time which God appoin- 
ted for Preparation, when the People 
were to make their ſolemn approach- 
es to him. When God appointed the 
People to meet him upon the Mount 
he required two Dayes preparation, Ex- 
04. 19. 15. When God ſeat a Summons 
ro the Seventy Elders to appear be- 
fore him, he required a Dayes prepara- 
tion. Say unto the People, Santtifie your 
ſelves againſt to Morrow ; and more In- 
ſtances might be given. But under 
the Goſpel God accepts the Will for ' 
the deed. He that would ſpend time 
if it were his own, in a ſolemn Pre- 
paration, 15 as welcome to God as 1f he 
had really ſpent /o much time in order to 
his Receiving. Where Time is wanting, 


_ - there may be, and doubtleſs is a ſupply 


from the grace of God. Solomoz laith, 
Prov. 16. 1. The preparation of the heart 
2 is 
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zs from the Lord. And it is not to be 
doubted, but through theGrace of God, 
thoſe who have bur little time to pre- 
pare, do receive as much to'their com- 
fort, and find as great benefit by it as 
thoſe who: have ſpent more time in 
Preparation for it. | 

I know that ſome very Pjous Mini- 
ſters have ſo much inſiſted. upon the 
ſpending of ſome conſiderable Time as 
preparatory to the Sacrament, that they 
have diſcouraged many good Chriſtians 
from coming to it, who have not had 
time from their unavoidable Occaſions, 
to prepare themſelves for it. I will rea- 
dily grant, that it is of great Concern, 
that thoſe who intend to Communicate 
ſhould ſpend time in preparing them- 
ſelves, and the more they ſpend rhe 
more comfort and ſatisfaction it is to 
them: But this muſt not diſcourage 
Servants & others who want time, and 
whoſe time is not properly their own. 
The Scripture hath given no ſtandard } 
in this caſe ; and from thence it is that 
ſome very. pious Chriſtians, from an 
Ly | humble 
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| humble ſenſe of their Unworthyneſs 


and Unfitneſs to receive, think they 
have not ſpent Time enough in prepa- 
ring, and therefore they will ſtay till 
the next Communion ; and when that 


| . comes they ſtill think they have not ' 


ſpent Time enough ;- and by this means 


_ the moſt worthy gueſts are kept from 


the Lords Supper- I would haye ſuch 
perſons, and all that are pious and de- 
vout Chriſtians, to conſider the caſe of 
the Corinthians before mentioned. They 
had received Unworthily, and thereby, 
provoked God to Anger: The Apoſtle 
admoniſhes them to . Examine them- 
ſelves before they received again, but 
he doth not preſcribe any Time that 
they ſhould ſpend, nor doth he tell 
them that it would be convenient for 
them to forbear coming to the Sacra- 
ment for ſome time ; But /et 2 man exa- 
mine himſelf, and fo tet him eat of that- 
Bread, and drink of that Cup ; when 'tis 
probable there was to be a Communt- 

on the next day. : 
2. It is poſſible that men in this caſe 
61h Ns - ot 
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of Preparation may be over Righteous, 
nay it 15 poſſible they may be Super- 
ſtitious too. They are over-Righteous 
who ſpend that time in preparation, 
which they cannot ſpare from neceſſa- 
ry Occaſions. If the Poor man negleQs 
his Family, or the Servant his Maſters 
buſineſs, though it be for the ſake of 
the Sacrament; God may fay to them, 
who hath required this at your Hanas ? 

Some may be Superſtitious in their 
Preparations: Such as think they ſhall 
be accepted of God according to the 
number of Meals which they bave ab- 
ſtained from; or the Hours they have 
ſpent in Reading, Prayer or Meditati- 
on. Whereas, as to the firſt, Abſtinence 
in it ſelf ſignifies nothing. lr is only to 
be uſed ſo far as it may keep the mind 
from being indiſpoſed for that which is 
good. And the Conſtitutions of ſome 
cannot bear Faſting, but are more in- 
diſpoſed by it than if they continue 
their wonted Mcals. And by numbring 
the Hours or Prayers (as Papiſts do) a 
man may: place Religion wrong, and 
r 0. all 


all that he doth may be withour that 
Devotion of mind, which alone is ac- 
ceptable to God, and preparatory to 

this holy Ordinance. | 
Let men take heed that they miſtake 
not by ſetting bounds and meaſures 
where God hath ſet none. Let them 
not think, that unleſs chey had ſo much 
Time for preparation, God will not ac- 
cept of them, for God hath made no 
ſuch appointments. *Tis not Time al- 
lowed that is of abſolute neceffity, bur 
a ſincere deſire and endeavour to obey 
the commands of our Saviour that 
makes a man a worthy Comngffaicant. 
4. Let him that complains of the 
want of Time take heed, that he doth 
not negle& that time he hath or may 
have to ſpend 1n preparing himſelf. 
What man is there in the world, who, 
for ſome additional advantages, would 
not find time to ſpare from his neceſ- 
ſary occaſions? There are many who 
will work harder than ordinary for the 
fake of a little Liberty : Others to gain 
ſome Profit and Advantage $o them- 
ſelves. 
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ſelves. Surely ſuch perſons, if they have 
a delire to walk in the Pleaſant wayes 
of Religion, may make haſt to diſpatch 
their buſineſs, that they may have a 
little time to Examine, and bethink 
themſelves of the ſtare of their minds, 
& how the great affairs ſtand between 
God and their own Souls. They may 
find time to conſider what Sins they 
have to Repent of, and heartily to beg 
Gods grace, that they may eſcape them 
for the future ; and if they do ſo, they 
are Worthy - Communicants, though 
they have had bur little time for the 
Sipate of theſe great Concerns. 

I cannot think there is any man fo 
employed, but he may find rime in the 
Morning and Evening to pray to God, 
and if he cannot make it a ſet- Duty, 
and be alone undiſturbed, Yet there 
may be fervent Ejaculations, by which 
he may lift up his heart to God, which 
God will hear, and have ſpecial regard 
to: And by the uſe of them, his mind ' 
will. be kept in ſuch a Religious Frame 
and Temper, that he will be a worthy 
| Com- 
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Communicant, and a welcome Gueſt 
at the Lords Table. BY: 

5. Let thoſe who make this Excuſe, 


conſider the ill conſequences of Non- 
Communicating. They that complain 


| they want Time to prepare, find Time 


enough to commit thoſe ſins which 
make them unfit for that or any ather 
Religious Duties. Whatever Buſineſs 
they have to do; they find time to har- 


den their hearts againſt God and Res 


ligion, ſo that no impreſſions of Good 
may be made in them. He that at firſt 
thought he might not come, becauſe he 
wanted Time to prepare, will after- 
wards refuſe to come, though he hath 
more Time than he knows what to do 
with. Nay, he will rather throw it a- 
way, and his Soul with it, by ſpend- 
ing it in the Service of the Devil, than 
in preparing to be a Worthy Commu- 
nicant. 
. II. There is another Pretence, and 
that is the Temptations which attend - 
the diſpatch of neceſlary Bulineſs. Men 
ſay, they are forced to, converſe wal 
11 
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finful Men, and are unavoidably be- 
trayed to that which is evil, and there- 
fore it is in vain for them to think of 
preparing for the Sacrament. Let ſuch 
conſider ; | 

1. It may be they complain with- 

out a Cauſe, and that in Diſpatch of 
their Buſineſs, 'they are not Tempted 
to that which 1s really Evil. It may 
be this Man thinks, that he cannot pre- 
are, becauſe his Buſineſs will unhinge 
the Devotion of his Mind, and pur it 
out of that Religious Frame and Tem- 
per which . he would keep it in, if he 
intended to - partake. He thinks that 
a Man may. not Receive, unleſs he can 
for ſome time keep his Mind ſo free 
from ſuch Incumbrances, as not to -have 
a Thought of Worldly Buſineſs enter- 
tain'd by him. There is no Reaſon, 
why this ſhould hinder his Receiving. 
The lawful Diſpatch of Worldly Buft- 
neſs, muſt not hinder Men from the 
Sacrament, nor mult the Sacrament 
hinder men from the diſparch of world- 
1y Buiineſs, We have no ſuch Rule. If a 

: ( man 
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man ſpends that time with his Cuſto- 
mers, which he intended to ſpend with 
God in ſecret Devotion, and there hath 
been innocent Mirth, this is no Offence 
to God, only it is adviſeable, that at 
his return, he reduce his mind: to feri- * 


 ouſneſs and devotion, in order to his 


Receiving, and then he needs not fear 
but he thall be welcome at the Lord's 


Table. 


2. If, in the diſpatch of Buſirggſs, men. 
do that which is really evil: If they 
defraud, or if they are guilty of Drunk- 
eneſs, (which is become {uch a Con- 
comitant of Trade, that there are a 
great many whom the Devil will not 
tuffer to diſpatch their Buſineſs with 
their Cuſtomers, unlels they diſpatch 
their : Buſineſs with him at the ſame 
time) and it happens ſome days before. 
the Sacrarnent ; Let him Repent and 
humble his Soul to God, to think that 
he hath forgotten God and his own 
Soul, ar that time when he ſhuld have 
prepared for the Bleſſed Sa-irament : 
And if he be ſincerely pengent, he 
s need 
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need rior orfiit it. Nay, he hath tlie 
more need to receive it, by how much 
he ſees how prone he is to fall into 
Temptations, that he may be kept 
from them. And if this hath happen- 


ed a little before the Sacrament, and 


ſo near to it, that he cannot be fatis- 
fied of his Repentance, ſo as to come 


miniſtrgion, let him go to his Mint- 
ſter, an bewail the Cauſe of his not 
Receiving : Let him think how hap- 
py Worthy Communicants are, and 
what a fad thing it is, that he ſhould 
do that which makes him afraid of the 
Lords'Table. But if this be the Caſe, vzz. 
that he neglected to receive, and hopes 
that zhis will excuſe him ; if he be not 
im the ſnare of the Devil, and under 


the Dominion of Sin, I am ſure no 


min in the World is. He may as well 
fpeak plainly, and fay, I love my ſin 
better than the Sacrament, and ſinful 
Companions better than pious Com- 
municants. And I ſuppoſe theſe are 
the Men, as well as others, who keep 
| fron 
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from the Sacrament to avoh Damra- 
tion | | | | 

3. If Worldly Buſineſs bypgs Men 
into 11] Company, . and is thegOccation 
of Sin, let them make haſt t& diſpatch 


.it, and tell the Company that they 


are to Communicate. Our Saviour ſaid 
If any ſhall be aſhamed of me before men, 
of him wili 1 be aſhamed before my Fa- 
ther. He doubtlels ſpake it in reference 
to the Derifion with which Fews and 
Heathenus thought to make Men” A- 
thamed of Chriſtianity ( which was 
the Reaſon of the Croſs in Baptiſm )- 
But in Our Age we had need make 
ule of it to encourage one Chriſtian, . 
whom another derides for obferying 
the Inſtitutions of our Saviour. If there 
be any that are ſo aſhamed of Chriſt 
& his Ordinance, that they will rather 
go on to commit Sin for Company- 
fake, than give ſuch a Reaſon; they 


- are Unworthy indeed ! For it appears 
_ plainly, that they are aſhamed of the 
Sacrament, but not of their Sin. The 


Sacrament was appointed to keep _— 
| ron 
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from Sin, bur it they may not oth be 
_— the Sacrament mult keep 
off. | 
4. Let theſe Perſons conſider what 
manifeſt Contempt they caſt upon all 
other Ordinances of Chriſt. They.can 
go to Prayers: and..Sermons all the 
year long, and it: ſignifies nothing ; for 
they can go to their ſinful Compani- 
ons all the Week after, and it may be 
on. the Lords Day as ſoon as the Pub- 
lick Service is done, as if it. were in 
Defiance of thoſe /:#tle things of Reli- 
100. They can:confeſs their ſins, and, 
inſtead of forſaking them, run to them 
as ſoon as they have done. They can 
pray to the Great King of Heaven for 
Pardon, and make haſt to Rebel again. 
They. can hear what the Great God 
commands, and. what he promiſes, and 
what he threatens, but it all ſignifies 
nothing to them. Pharaoh and, Ahab 
Regarded more: what Miniſters faid, 
than they do. "Tis only the Sacrament 
that: they are afraid of, becauſe they 
have ſome Guilt and Fear which will. 
| not 
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not ſuffer them to make that approach 
to God, which they think is nearer and 


more Solemn. This ſhews the Caſe of 
the ſinner to. be very deſperate... It ap- 


_ :pearsplainly that he is reſolved £9 live 


a {igful life, and that he will not have to 
do with Rel;270n any farther than it ſhall 
leaye him /rreli2z0us. Praying and Hear- 
ing are weak things which his Sin keeps 
under, and doth not ſuffer them to pre- 
vail to the ſubduing of it; and becauſe 
he: looks upon the Sacrament to be of 
greater force, he comes not at it. 

5. If this be the caſe of the finner *tis 
never like to be otherwiſe. . This man 
doth not intend to leaye his Trade, and 
therefore intends not to Communicate. 

6. Let all perſons conſider, that the 
more worldly Buſigeſs.any one hath,the 
more neceſlary it is that he ſhould bea 
frequent Communicat c. I mention this, 
becauſe many think th 1t only they who 
bave-moſt leiſure fron .worldly buſineſs 
ought to be frequent Gommunicants, 8 
that it cannot be cxPRrt Aed from thoſe ; 
that have many or greaFconcerns, This 

[ ſup« 5% 
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ſuppoſeth-rhar the Sacrament is only an 
Ordinance which was appointed, - that 
Chriſtians ſhould pay their-reſpects and 
acknowledgments to Chriſt by it,- and 
not forthe good of mens Souls,8& to keep 
up in them a quick ſen'e of the Love of 
Chriſti'to them, and to preſerve them 
from the power of Temptations, which 
hinders the growth of Grace and Piety. 
The Rich man,or the man that hath ma- 
ny. worldly concerns, ſhould ſay: «I 
** have'/more need to frequent the Sa- 
* crament than others. I am 1n/great 
<& danger of loving che world more than 
* Chriſt, and he hath declared that he 
* wiil-not account fuch to be worthy of 
« Him, Tam in more danger than others; 
* of my heart being ftolen away from 
* God, & therefore4 will frequent-that 
* Ordinance, that my Riches, or the de- 
& fire of them may not 74ie me. He that 
pleads buſineſs, and-negleQs the Sacra- 
ment,dothiplainly declare that the wor/4 
is upperinoſt in his eſteem, and that the 
Sacrament-mult not” be regarded; but 
when the:world will give way to * 

0) 
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To Conclude this; Let me tell every 
ſuch Pretender, that he caſts a moſt ma- 
nifeſt contempt upon the Sacrament. If 
the King ſhould ſend far him,& he were 
4 afraid of his diſpleaſure,neither Buſineſs 
nor Company muſt hinder, - but that 
Chriſt commands his attendance is a 
little thing to him, Iany news were 
brought to him of an efate or legacy, or 
any great worldly adfantage, buſineſs 
and company muſt give way ; but the 
Sacrament 1s only the concern of his 
Soul, and therefore it miay be let alone. 
I'V. There is another general Pre- 
T tence, and that is the danger of Relap- 
ſing. There are many who would re- 
ceive the Sacrament, butthey are afraid 
they ſhould fall into ſin again. Let ſuch 
perſons conſider: | 
x. Their caſe is very dangerous whilſt 
they fiegle&t it. It is the Spiritual Food 
of the Soul: Men do not forbear their 
4 nouriſhment for fear it ſhould breed dil- 
eaſes. It is the Souls Phyſick to purge a- 
way ſin: Men do not refuſe a Remedy 
for fear of a Re/ap/e. He that pleads this 
wy mz '. . dou: Br 
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doth not conſider the Neceſſity of Com- 
municating, but only rhe Danger of Re- 
celving. 

2. It is not expected that any can 
wholly avoid Temptations to fin after 
they have Receiv'd,but that they ſhould 
be the more careful to avqid them, And 
that they ſhould not allow themſelves 
in them, but Repent and Amend, If 
men could be {o Holy as this Pretence 
{uppoſeth, no man ſhould need to re- 
ceive above once. But the Sacrament is 
appointed to be a continued Means by 
which men are more and more enabled 
againſt their Corruptions, which ſup- 
poſeth a continued Conteſt, but notan 
abſolute Vitory. Every man may re- 
-folve, that he will for the future ſtrive 
againſt his fin, and whenſoever his 
Conſcience accuſeth him of ſinful Com- 
pliances, that he will repent and begg 
Gods Pardon and Gods Grace to with- 
ſtand it for the time to come. And 
. this every man muſt do that expetts Sal- 
vation, tho he were oot required to re- 
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he isa Worthy Communicant. 

3- Thoſe that enter upon a Religi- 
ous Life, and reſolve tg come to the Sa- 
crament upon ſerious debates, have no 
cauſe to tear Relapſe, If indeed a 
man'comes to the Sat fament upon a 
ſudden Fit, in hope that it will remove 
{ome particular Troublgfrom him, and 
ſo make it an Experimeanc oaly, and ſin 
afcerwards ; this is no Relapſe into Sin, 
for he never forſook it. But thoſe who 
from a ſerious conſideration of their 
Duty, and of their danger whilſt they 
Negle& their Duty for the ſake of their 
Sin, do reſolve to enter into a new 
courſe of Life, and, with ferious Reſo- 
lutions and hearty Prayers for Gods 
Grace and Bleſſing, come to the Sacra- 
ment, they need not fear but they ſhall 
perſevere in the wayes f Religion. For 
r. 'The Grace of God ui ;Il not be want- 
ing) to them. 2. Thoſe Arguments 
which induced them &@ be Religious, 
will continue and be of no leſs force for 
" their Perſeverance in the Practice of 
Religion, Suchaiman cannot ſay, that 
OM e118 when 
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when he began to be Religious he did - } 
not well conſider why he {ſhould be ſo, 
and therefore upon ſecond thoughts he 
finds it beſt to go back again. 3. The 
Pleaſure of Religion will continue and 
encreaſe. No man. hath cauſe to ſay, T 
*tis ſuch an uncouth and unpleaſant 
thing to be Religious that I had better 
leave it off, He cannot ſay that the 
Non-Communicant who ſlights Relig 
on, and avoids the thoughts of his own 
condition, hath more pleaſure. in his 
mind, than he that Examines himſelf, & 
fo eats of that Bread, and Drinks of that 
Cup. Theſe things conſider'd, there isno # 
iuch danger of Relapſing as the Non- 
Communicant 1s afraid of. 4. The good 
Succels of Communicating {hews that 
there 1s no ſuch great danger. It may 
be there are ſome Communicants who 
live ſinful Lives, but this 15-no reaſon 
why any ſhould keep from the Sacra- 
ment for fear of relapſing ; Becauſe 'tis | 
£00 probable that ſuch perſons receive | 
the. Sacrament, chiefly from their re- 
gard to the Profeſſion of Chriſtianty, & 

| bes 
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\ becaulc it is the Duty of every Chriſti- 
an, and not that they may be the more 
Holy & Religious: This 1s a great Rea- 
ſon why you ſhould Communicate from 
Princ}ples of true Piety, but no Reaſon 
why; you ſhould fear relapſing, becauſe 
they never relapſed, but are the ſame 
that ever they were. He that ſuggeſts 
this to keep men from rhe Sacrament, 
knows the contrary.. If there were ſuch 
a probability of revolting from God, he 
would not be fo bulie to keep men from 
engaging themſelves to him. Where 
there is one finner that periſheth by re- 
turning to (in, there are thouſands that 
periſh, becauſe they never began to be 
Religious. ; 

Theſe are Pretences by which men 
ſlight their Saviour, & gratify the grear 
. enemy of their Souls. Thele are his De- 
vices by which he gets Advantage a- 
oainſt men. By theſe he cheats men of 
the greateſt pleaſure in this Life, and of 
Pleaſures for ever more 1n the Life to 
come. | 
God of his infinite Mercy grant, that 
-Þ Non- 


124 The Unwozthy 

Non - Communicants may © conſider 
how much' they have NegleQed their 
Duty and their Benefit : What diſho- 
nour they have occaſioned to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and what DeſtruGQion 
they are bringing to themſelves, whilſt 
they do fooliſhly think to avoid it. 
There never was a pretence, nor ever 
ſhall be, that will ſerve a mans turn for 
the NegleCt of his duty. God hath made 
the way plain before every man, and if 
he turns out of it, 'tts becauſe he ts re- 
ſolved he will not walk in it. The Sa- 
crament is a very cheap and not a coft- 
ly Sacrifice. No manis the Poorer, but 
every man may be the Richer for it.God 
Tequires nothing of any man in order 
to his Obſervance of ir, but what he 
may do, and if he negleQs to Do this in 
Remembrance of his Saviour, he cannot 
expect to be Remembred by him in his 
Heavenly Kingdom. | 
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A PRAYER to be uſed, by thoſe 
| who have been Non-Communicants, 
= (from their refuſing to be Reformed. 


Molt gracious and merciful Lozd God, 
; who dolt pardon and accept the vileſt in- 
ners when they repent , and tettirn to the dil: 
tharge of their Duties. Þ who have been a 
wretched Contemner of the greateſt Love that 
cver was ſhewed to Yankind, do now pofkrate 
my ſelf befoze thee, lamenting fron” the bot- 
tom of my heart, that J have made/,nany hy- | 
pocritical prctences, when thy Wozſzgand my 
own Conlfience vld me, that J ought not to - 
T turn my back upon the Command ahd Jnvi- 
tation of niy Saviour to this Holy Dwinance, 
bit to Have frequented it with the greateſt 
Pzaiſe and Thankfulneſs,: J mult likewiſe, 
with thame and confuſion of face, acknowledge 
that it was only fo2 the ſake of my fins (tho? 
the Temptations of rhe Devil. and rhe Co2- 
ruption of mp own naughty Heart ) that F 
| have thus wickedly departed from my God, & 
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lighted the rememb)ance of my dying Saviour. 
D what a monlfer of ingratitude have F ben ! 
Þow have J walked in the paths of the de 
ſtroyer, when Þ might have becn weltom rs 
my Saviour ! J pretended that Þ was nor 
. Be: 
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Mepared to be entertained by thee, bur Þ was 
al ways peared t9 fin againſt the. © how 
great is thy patience and loving kindneſs to 
me, that thou didſt not give me up to the hard- 
neſs of my heart, by which { might never 
Taſt of thy Supper. -D let my Soul from 
hencefozth be raviſhed with rhe Love of my 
Saviour, Which, had it not ben fo? thine in- 
finite  Wercy, might have ben, befoze this 
time, ruind fo2 ever by rhe love of my ſin. 
J pretended that Þ waz unwozthy, but thou 
Lod, who ſearcheft the hearts of all men, 
knoweſt that J kept from rhy Holy Table, 
becauſe J choſe to be unwozthy. Thy Holy 
Spirit often (trove with me, but J reſiſted 
and quenched. the motions of it : . D how 
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great is thy patience and goodnel[s, that it is 
not utterly taken from me ! Bleſſed, fo2 ever 
Bleſſed be thy Pame, that Þ who have de- 
ſerved the greateſt of thy Judgments, may 
yet be admitted to partake of the greateſt of 
thy Favours. © give me thy. Gzace, that J 
may come beto2ze the with that Godly Sor- 
row fo2 my fins, which is never to be ſor- 
rowed for; and with that Lively Faith which 
712aY quicken me to all Holy Dbedience: @D 
ir thy Gzace and Holy Spirit a!lit ine in the 
perfozmance of my Reſolutions, that Þ may 
be thine ever, Amen, 


A 
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A. Prayer to be uſed by thoſe who. have b\ 'N 
Non:Communicants, from a Miſtake coh- 
cerning the Danger of Unworthy Receivings = 

O Wolt gad and gracious Lozd God, tidti 

art the Father of Mercies, and the Goy 
ot all Contolation. Thou delighteſt in the ap- 

Moaches of pu? penitent ſinners into thy p2e- 


. lence, - None of thy Commandments to us 


are grievous, but in keeping of them there 
is great Reward. 9 wonderful is thy god: 
nel3 towards us, that whatſoever thou re- 
quireſt,js not \s mucy to ſhew thy Authozity 0- 
ver us, as thy gadnets and loving kindneſs to 
LS, Thou ds[t not thieaten the Diſobedient, 
to make them always afraid to appear befoze 
the, but that they may amend their ways, and 
be gratioufy accepted of rhe. Noz doft thou 
require any thing of the Thildren of Men, but 
whar thou doſt enable them to perfoum. Thou 
pardone(t all unworthineſs that is nor wilful, 
and vo not only accept, but encourage all thar 
ere fincerely dcfirous to pleaſe the, in the dil: 
charge of their Duties. Thou pittielf ana 
paſſelt by the Jnſirmities and Crrours of thole 
that (lincerely deſire and endeavour to keep thy 
Precepts. { whos have ben at[raid to come to 
this BleTed ©dinance, d3 now defire to draw 
near with full aſſurance of Faith, that my dear 
Saviour, agho never rejectcd any that _ 
Y 


_ 
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iy loved him, will not only accept of me, but | 
likewiſe encreaſe my Faith and Love towards 

him. Kep me D Low hencefozth from all 
tomeniting fears, which may hinder me from 
apmoathing ro the, £ delighting in the ; and 
meſerve that filial and reverential fear, whith 
doth nof caſt out Love, but encreaſe ft, Let 
me never fo2ger, that whilſt Þ am afrafd to 
entertain my fin, Þ ned not doult of being 
entertained by my Saviour, bur be aſſured, 
that his pzetious Body and Blod will be my 
glozioiis Redemption. Pardon D Lozd my 
fozmer Dmiſſions, and grant, that as oft as 
I eat of this Bread, and drink of this Cup, 
to ſhew forth his Death, J may happily find 
in me mote and m92e the Death of Sin, and 
the encreaſe of a Spiritual and Þeavenly 
Life, till at length J hall come to the perfe: 
tion of Glozy in thy "Heavenly Kingdom, 
there to ſhout foxth Eternal Hallelujahs to 
the, who ſitteſt upon the Thzone, and to the 
Lamb fozever and ever. Amen. 


A Prayer to be uſed by thoſe Penitents that 
are Converted from a Vitious and Profane Life. 


- A Linighty and moſt Glozjous Lozd God, | 
A Thou art a Gzeat God, with whom 1s 
Terrfble Pajeſty, and yet Þ have not deavey 
1th& : A god ond merciful God, and therefoze 
have J, a wpectehed hellich Creature, hardned 
my 
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my heart again the, All ſinners acknow- 
ledge, that it is thy mercy that they are not 
conſumed ; © what Mercy is it ! What pa 
tience and fozbearance,that Þ am not now wich 
the Devil and his Angels, who have only en: 


: tertained them, and their accurfed motions, 


to the diſhonour of thy Holy Name, and the 
deſtruction of my own Soul, had not thy won- 
derful and aſtoniſhing Gtace pzevented ir ; And 
that's not all, fo2 Þ have been the occaſion of 
the hozrid fins of many'others ; and ſome of 
them, fo2 ought Þ know, are now m the place 
of Toyments, blaſpheming thy Patiente and 
Fozbearance towards me, becauſe J am not 
there with them. FJ confeſs that J have ben 
worſe than a Beaſt befoze the, in abuſing my 
ſelf, and thoſe excellent faculties with which 


_ thou haſt adozned my Soul, and which ſhould 


have engaged me in honouring the my PYa- 
ker. J have not only made mp ſelf aboming- ' 
ble int thy fight, and in the light of all good 
Men, bur in the ſight of many that are bad 
who ſhun that filthy unmanly Uice with which 
I have beſotted my ſelf and others. 

J ackhowledge that J have ben a pofane 
wetch, who, inſtead of refiſting the Devil, have 
belp'd him to promote his. Kingdom : Any 
that's not all that J have ,with ſhame and 
ronfuſion of face to acknowledge ; fo2 J have 
ben moe wicked than the Devil, in "— 
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* with that Damnation which makes him trem- 
ble. Wilt thou ſave him who hath ſo often 
called to thee to Damn yimſelf as well as 
pthers 2 Shall the Wozds of Eternal Life 
be ſpoken to him that hath made a ſpozt of 
Eternal Death ? - J' fould not D Lozd!' J 
could nor expect ic, were it not fo2 the infinite 
Merits of my Savijour, who gave his Body 
and Blad fo2 the gtcateſt Sinners ; and the 
unſpeakable Love of thy Holy Spirit, which 
is not wholly taken from ne, as it might 
juſtly. have ben. Since then thott art a God- 
of boundleſs Pity, and doſt not delight in the 
death of the vil:tt Sinner, who hath delighted 
rs grieve thy Holy Spirit ; J come unto thee, 
my God and Saviour, thar my filthy Soul 
may. be waſhed and cleanſed by thy pzetious 
_ Blood. Pardon mine Iniquities, O Lord, 
for they are great, and lct them be blotted 
out of; thy remembzance fo2 thy Names ſake. 
Convert D Low, thoſe that have been my 
Companions in UWickedneſs, that Þ may 
met them at this Holy Table ; that we may 
have no_moze Communion with the unfruic- 
ful Works of darkneſs, but map take plea- 
ſure in a Holy Communion with thy Ser: 
bants 6n Earth, which will bzing us to an 
Eternal Communion with all thy Saints in 
Glow: Amen, | 
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A Prayer after Receiving. 


C A Nd now © mo{ Gtativiis God, that 


ſhall J render to the fo2 this ineftt- 
mable Love, of which Þ have ben a happy 
Partaker. A am returned from this Blefſey 
<winante, D let my Soul be filled as with 
Marrow and Fatneſs. Let me always fitid 
by joyful Erpericnce, how gad it is to aw 
near to my God and Savigur, from whom 
J have thus long departed.” Bake me ſen- 
ible, that one day in thy Courts is better 
than a thouſand,-and that. this Spiritual Feaſf 
is ſweeter than the: Honey and the Honey- 
comb, 92 all the ſurfeiring Dainties which 
this vain and empty Wold affozds. D Low 
grant that Þ may never fozget this Love of 
thine to my Soul, but let the Kemembzance 
of it be quick -and powerful in ng, whenſo- 
ever any: Temptation ro Evil doth aſſaulx 
me. Let nor my Soul, which harh been 
waſhed with the Blod of my Saviour , be 
polluted any mote with the UWoyld : But 


_ . tet the Bemembtance of his being Crucified 


fo2 me, Crucify my Afﬀections to ft. Gzant 
that Þ may never-uſe it ſo as to be abuſed 
by it, bur let my Savijours.Purchaſe fo2 me, 
be ever valued/above all Riches: ind ſer his 


'Love be ſo ſhed abroad in my heart, . that .F 


may deſpiſe all that this Wold affa2ds, = 
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7 the fake © of it. _ me 7D: Lo, from all 
ſecret as well as ppen Sins, that ( having 
ben wathed jn this pure. Fountain ) J may 
be cleanſed from. all filthineſs here, and be 
made Partaker of thy Heavenly Joys,among(t 
thy Holy Dnes, fozevermoze. Amen. 


A ſhort Prayer tobe uſed by thoſe that were 
afraid of Relapfing. 


CH? 5: ÞH that Js Soul could ſufficiently mag- 
y God. and- Sqviour, which 
thou haſt 2 fo py qurchalgn: with, thy p2etious 
aid Sled, Let the-thankful ny 
tyance of it never fiide out of tay Mthd. AL; 
fiſt my Reſglutions with thy Szace, that J 
may hold on in this way, and be ſtronger and 
ſrovger to refit all Temptgtions tq Evil, f | 
| & me © Lord, find by jorxful Experience, - F 
E that my Fears-of appzoaching thy Table, p2o- 
E #$ 'Eeeded win bi ph great Ene- 
> © By Tg pare mp peetious 
Grace, by ag t2's I. hatl not leave nor- for- A 
| fake thee, - And then J-cagnot be left oz 
bozlaken by thee, bit hall þe guided by thy 
Eouncel, till Jam received into-thy Glory, 
I where Satan ſhall-be trodden under foot, ant 
© where | all never fin againſt thee, but praiſe 
{In Hons Fcerouns. Ares 
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